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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS DUE AT MABON

REPORTS OF OFFICERS

Mabon renewals are due on September
21, 2018. The Drop-dead date is October 1, 2018
after which your membership will lapse and you will
need to reapply. Renewal forms are emailed to the
email address on file from your last renewal. If you
have NOT received this form, please contact the
National
Membership
Officer
immediately
(membership@cog.org).

FIRST OFFICER

CALAFIA LOCAL COUNCIL: NONE
CHAMISA LOCAL COUNCIL: NONE
EVERGLADES MOON LOCAL COUNCIL:
 Pantera Apolonaris Draconus
 Ceos
 Raven
 Alpandia
HILLS AND RIVERS LOCAL COUNCIL: NONE
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA LOCAL COUNCIL:
 Brigid Lutrasong
 Cary the Faerie
 Coven Trismegiston
 Daduchos Coven
 Darkmoon Circle
 Deborah Bender
 Felicity Grove
 Lady Bhride
 M Macha NightMare
 Marilee Bigelow
 Owl Moon
 Stardust Coven
ORANGE COUNTY LOCAL COUNCIL:
 Priestess Mata
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA LOCAL COUNCIL: NONE
TEXAS LOCAL COUNCIL:
 MD Talyn Ray
TOUCHSTONE LOCAL COUNCIL:
 Circle of the Emerald Forrest
NATIONAL COVENS:
 Circle of the Ancient Grove
 MoonFire
 Dragonstar Rising
 Bendith y Cyrn
 Greenheart Grove
 Silver Serpent Coven
NATIONAL SOLITARIES:
 Arnold Kameda
 Inanna Arthen
 Gypsi
 Katana Keller
NATIONAL ASSOCIATES: NONE

No report given

SECOND OFFICER
The team is moving ahead with activities
and responsibilities. I need to encourage everyone
who is going to register immediately. At the
moment, we have 31 attendees and the bulk of
registrations for the event are local to Florida. As
for virtual attendance we have 3 such registrations.
I have sent messages on Air and DD.
The
guaranteed
room
rate
expires
tomorrow:
https://emlc.net/merry-meet-2018hotel-information/
[Note from the editor: the
guaranteed room rate has already expired].
We need to look at sustainability issues are
around this event.

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER
Starting
at
Lughnasadh!
Renewal
reminders will come in the form of a pre-filled out
renewal form, all you need to do is print it, and
make notes where information has changed, sign it,
and send it back! I’m really looking forward to this
new (to me) system, and from all the comments
I’ve gotten from the Covenant, I think you are also.
Next up on the NMO’s plate: Grand
Council! I will be requesting a waiver to run for a
third term, mostly in order to get this position into
shape to pass on to the next victim, er um, willing
volunteer! I will be presenting many proposals at
GC with the assistance from members of the Path
to Membership Committee, as well as the Bylaws
Review Committee, and possibly past NMO’s in
regard to this job. I regret to say that there are a
handful of Members, for whom I never received a
Quorum/Proxy form, so they will become
provisional for a year (fortunately none of them
were provisional last year, so their memberships
will not be revoked).
New applications (not included with the
count of current members listed below)
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Circle of Earth Sea Sky (Texas Local Council)
2nd mention, if no objections will become
effective at Mabon.
Circle of Shadow and Light (Texas Local
Council) 2nd mention, if no objections will
become effective at Mabon.
Circle of Danu (Texas Local Council) 2nd
mention, if no objections will become effective
at Mabon.
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Rita Rippetoe (NCLC AoS) 2nd mention, if no
objections will become effective at Mabon.
Circle of the Obsidian Oak (Touchstone Local
Council) 2nd mention, if no objections will
become effective at Mabon.
Paul Abijah Raphu (National Associate) 1st
mention, if accepted, will become effective at
Mabon.
Welcoming Transferring Members



A member of Crowymin Coven is applying for a
Solitary Membership (Jude Harrison) in Chamisa
Local Council, no objections were received, this
has
become
effective
at
Lughnasadh.
(Welcomed)
New Transfer Requests



DragonStone Circle Coven (Northern California
Local Council) has requested to transfer from a
Coven to a Solitary Membership (Marilee
Bigelow). (1st mention, if no objections will
become effective at Samhain, but will moved to
renew at Mabon with the rest of NCLC.)

Regretfully, Minos Lugh’s application to
transfer from Coven to Solitary in Touchstone Local
Council received an objection. He has since joined
Circle of the Emerald Forest in Touchstone Local
Council.
This means we currently have 124
members total, consisting of 65 Covens, 59
Solitaries, and no Associates. Because things can
change quickly between the Newsletter publishing
deadline and the actual date of publication, this
may have changed by the time you read it.
If you have sent your renewal in, and
your name is listed below, PLEASE CONTACT
ME
ASAP
so
I
can
follow
up.
Membership(at)cog.org is the email address to use
to reach me, but mail from me will come from a
new address, Thea(dot)Bristlebroom(at)gmail.com
You can also feel free to call me – I’ve put my
phone number on AIR previously.
The following members are Overdue and
have until 8/1/2018 to renew:
Roster Name
Circle of the Wild Wood

Local Council
Texas

The following members are due at
Lughnasadh and have until 8/11/2018 to renew:
(Note: This grace period overlaps with the start of
Grand Council. For the sake of the NMO’s sanity,
PLEASE RENEW OR CANCEL prior to the start
of Grand Council.
Roster Name

Local Council

Lady Athena

Chamisa

Miraselena

Everglades Moon
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Lady Aradia

Hills and Rivers

Lady Emrys

Hills and Rivers

Gryphonsong Clan

National

Lady Cliona Nic Tavish

National

Robin Almaas

National

Celtic Circle of Wisdom

Orange County

The following members are due at Mabon
and have until 10/1/2018 to renew:
Roster Name

Local Council

Pantera Apolonaris Draconus

Everglades Moon

Ceos

Everglades Moon

Raven

Everglades Moon

Alpandia

Everglades Moon

Arnold Kameda

National

Circle of the Ancient Grove

National

MoonFire

National

Dragonstar Rising

National

Bendith y Cyrn

National

Inanna Arthen

National

Greenheart Grove

National

Gypsi

National

Katana Keller

National

Silver Serpent Coven

National

Brigid Lutrasong

Northern California

Cary the Faerie

Northern California

Coven Trismegiston

Northern California

Daduchos Coven

Northern California

Darkmoon Circle

Northern California

Deborah Bender

Northern California

Felicity Grove

Northern California

Lady Bhride

Northern California

M Macha NightMare

Northern California

Marilee Bigelow

Northern California

Owl Moon

Northern California

Stardust Coven

Northern California

Priestess Mata

Orange County
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MD Talyn Ray

Texas

PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER

Circle of the Emerald Forrest

Touchstone

At the end of June I drafted a statement
that was reviewed initially by the National Board
before I shared it on AIR. After a few days of review
by COG membership, we reached approval on the
final statement. On July 2nd COG issued a press
release on CoG's statement regarding the recent
and continued separation of families at the
U.S./Mexico border. (See Statement pg. 11)

The following members are due at
Samhain and have until 11/11/2018 to renew:
Roster Name

Local Council

Amergini

Chamisa

Marla K. Roberson

Everglades Moon

Spelcastor

Everglades Moon

Coven of the Alpha Wolf

Hills and Rivers

Circle of the Solitary

National

Lady Pythia

National

Lord GoldenOak

National

Our Lady of the Prairie

National

Our Lady of the Trinity

National

Amethyst Dragon

Texas

Circle of the Unicorn

Texas

Coven Firemoon

Texas

In Her Service,
Thea Bristlebroom

The data from Facebook indicates the post
reached
over
11K.
There
were
702
Reactions/Comments/Shares. There were 14 Angry
vs. 254 Likes and 64 Love. I monitored many of the
315 comments received and only a small handful
needed to be removed due to language or highly
detrimental/derogatory
statements.
Of
the
comments received 206 were on the original post
while 109 were received via shares.
Even
though
we
received
negative
comments, the majority of our followers (and fans)
supported the CoG statement. Data on Facebook for
Local Council statements were similar to the COG
Statement. They received over 4k views although
they received less or no negative comments
compared to COG's statement data.
Janine Nelson, NPIO

PUBLICATIONS OFFICER
PURSEWARDEN
CURRENT ASSETS
Chase Main Account: $67,733.25
Note: The reduction in the Chase Account is from
the following items:
1. Payment of Accountant: $900
2. Travel Advances to Covenant Members and
Covenant Board Members
Wells Fargo Interfaith Checking: $5,585.62
PayPal Account: $13,023.11
Note: Advance for Interfaith expedited using PayPal
($1,000)
Synchrony:$31,460.47 (from Stmt ending 6/30/18)
CURRENT AND PENDING ISSUES & ACTIVITY
D&O Insurance: Roughly around $350 for
A-side coverage. I ran into an issue because of
physical address. I’m not sure how to handle this.
Interfaith Funds. I had a conversation with
Don Frew about interfaith and I think we need to be
more attentive to this issue, especially with
budgeting.
Forthcoming Budget for Grand Council and
Parliament of World Religions (see previous email).
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This newsletter is my report. Everything
you need for Grand Council can be found under All
the Rest>MerryMeet/Grand Council>2018 Grand
Council Agenda. I’m getting everything uploaded as
fast as I can.
In Her service,
Stachia Ravensdottir

CORRESPONDENCE OFFICER
I
am
keeping
up
with
routine
correspondence, either answering it or forwarding it
to the appropriate National Officer. I am also
continuing to fill a looseleaf binder with hard copy
of all major correspondence handled this year. This
will be part of the National Correspondence Officer’s
Manual that I am creating.
We continue to receive occasional inquiries
from incarcerated Wiccans, and I am creating an
information packet to respond to such queries. The
packet will consist of 15 – 20 information sheets,
with questions for discussion, exercises, and
reading resources on the back. The packet can be
used as a self-study guide, or as program material
for Wiccan groups in correctional institutions. So far
the topics include the following:
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The Basics of Wicca
Your Book of Shadows
Covens and Solitaries
Gods And Goddesses
Nature Spirituality
The Rede and Ethics
Creating Ritual
The Moon
The Pentagram
The Wheel of the Year
The Pagan Umbrella and World Religions
Your Altar
Ritual Tools
Wiccan History
Creation and Cosmology
What Is Magick?
Good Books About Wicca
Self-dedication Ritual

When
these
information
sheets
are
completed, I will make them available to you, the
other National Board members for review. If you
don't have time to look them over and make
suggestions, I quite understand. But if anyone can
find time, I would really like to have another pair of
eyes on them before we send them out.
I expect to have them completed before the
end of the month.
Respectfully submitted,
Amber K

NATIONAL RECORDER
In addition to finalizing the minutes of the
June Board meeting, I sent the final version of the
Recorder's Manual to the Publications Officer for
posting to the website. I intend that the manual will
be a "living document" that future Recorders will
continue to revise and update as with each new
Board, new rules and procedures come into play. I
also posted a description of the Recorder job
description to AIR.
Morgana

WELCOME TO COG
Please welcome:
 Jude Harrison to Chamisa AoS

NATIONAL BOARD MINUTES
~ July 8, 2018
Call to Order at approximately 3:15pm ET:
Canu, NFO; Thea Bristlebroom, NMO; Stachia
Ravensdottir, Publications; Janine Nelson, NPIO;
Manny Tejeda, NPW and 2nd Officer; and Morgana
RavenTree, Recorder were present and represented
a quorum. Amber K, NCO was absent.
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Officer Reports:
First Officer (Canu): COG issued a
statement on the current immigration situation at
the border, prepared by Janine as NPIO, and Canu
had some input. He is now focusing on MerryMeet
and Grand Council and will set up a folder for
incoming reports and proposals so submissions can
go smoothly. Stachia reminded Canu to copy her on
any submissions so she can upload them to the
website. Canu will prepare the Grand Council
agenda. Thea asked about the person to speak to
regarding setting up for Virtual Attendees at Grand
Council and he provided Thea with the contact
information for the EMLC Tech Team.
Second Officer (Manny): (See full report
on pg. 2) Canu asked if Manny should be
considered as acting Second Officer upon Lady
Circe’s passing. The Board approved Manny’s
appointment by consensus. Manny said we are
barely breaking even between hotel costs and total
costs of Grand Council/MerryMeet. This leads to the
question of sustainability and if this should be paid
for at the National or Local Council level. He
suggested one possibility would be to have a
consistent location [for future Grand Councils]. It’s
possible Grand Council may need to be moved
online in the future.
Membership Officer (Thea): (See full
report on pg. 2). We are in reasonably good shape.
We have 5 solitary caucuses. Only 1 person is
outstanding as very overdue.
Publications Officer (Stachia): (See full
report on pg. 4).Canu requested Word version of
last year’s agenda. Morgana said she has a copy
(and later sent it to Canu).
Pursewarden (Manny): (See full report
on pg. 4). D&O is $350; service wants to know
where we’re located, but we only have a PO box.
We need to be aware of issues relating to Interfaith
transfers and funds. Manny discussed this issue
with Don Frew. Interfaith funds come from three
sources; donations from the Covenant (very small
percentage), money set aside for Interfaith use
each year (varies but currently $2,500), and any
money not used from that annual amount rolls over
into a separate account for Interfaith (currently at
roughly $5,500). We need to set Covenant priorities
if the Interfaith representatives are to receive funds
first. There is a form on the website for requesting
Interfaith funds to attend Parliament of World
Religions.
Public Information
(See full report on pg. 4).
Correspondence
(See full report on pg. 4).

Officer

Officer

(Janine):

(Amber

K):

Recorder (Morgana): (See full report on
pg. 5).
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Committee Reports:
Social Justice Committee: No report.
Bylaw
Review
Committee:
This
committee has found many inconsistencies in the
bylaws.
Path to Membership: This committee has
been looking at three things, but for Grand Council
this year it is focusing on the following:
1a) clean out dead wood – for example, we
have no associates so this might be a good time to
remove all things referencing associates from the
Bylaws and policies; and
1b) think about floating a draft of
something to replace the associates program with
non-voting supporting memberships;
2) look at all existing bylaws dealing with
Membership and look at them in a big picture,
systematic way to make everything consistent and
see about streamlining the process and ironing out
some things.
3a) actionable proposals for Grand Council
to speed up and streamline membership application
process: a) change length of publication from 90 to
60 days, b) publish to AIR, but Newsletter
publication will be the start date; c) add a
statement to the policy manual about using fallible
forms but transitioning to online data entry if we
can make the data secure from hacking; and
3b) actionable proposals for Grand Council:
to speed up and streamline membership transfers
from one membership status to another.

Purchase of D&O Insurance:
Pursewarden’s Report in Newsletter.
New Business:

MerryMeet: we only have 31 people
registered. For Leadership Institute, we plan to
have a session with someone who does
communications training. There will also be a
memorial altar for Lady Circe so she can watch over
us. Everyone is invited to bring a picture of their
ancestors or other small items for the altar. There
will probably be a small ceremony involving
drinking in her honor.
There being no further business, the
meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:15 pm
Eastern time. The next regular Board meeting will
take place on September 2nd.

TRANSITIONING FROM COVEN TO SOLITARY
MARILEE BIGELOW
Northern California AoS
City, State
Transitioning from DragonStone Circle Coven
First publication – Lammas 2018
Second Publication –

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
PAUL ABIJAH RAPHU

Grand Council Finance Committee: No

National Associate
Long View, Texas

report.
National
First
Committee: No report.

Officer

(Awards)

Old Business:
Evaluation of Leadership Institute
goals and items for CoG: There is nothing specific
we need to discuss today.
Job
description
and
funding
for
professional staff person: Canu said there are
concerns
about
CoG
being
considered
an
“employer.” Someone suggested we can hire a
contract employee. Manny said regardless of
California law, we need to aware of how the IRS
would regard such a relationship. He added that
rather than an administrative assistant, the
Covenant should consider hiring an Executive
Director.
CoG Board comprised of Local Council
representatives: Deborah Bender sent a letter to
the Board on this. Canu will follow up.
Conflict of Interest Forms: work on these
is ongoing
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LETTER

OF

INTRODUCTION

Greetings
My name Is Paul Abijah Raphu. As a child I
was very curious of all things spiritual. I've always
had the ability to see and hear sprits. I have
psychic both prophetic gifts and, I possess the
ability to talk to those who have crossed over into
other planes of existence. I had many questions
about God and things concerning him. My mother
did the best she could answer these questions and
when she could go no farther she sent me to the
church, she attended off and on. I fell in love at the
age of 7 with the ceremonies of the little Baptist
church was baptized and attended every Sunday.
Once I joined the church I would tell my
leaders about my visions and my conversations
with sprits and I was told to suppress my gifts. The
church I attended believed that the abilities I had
were evil and of the devil. I couldn't stop the
abilities I had possessed since I was a small boy, so
I just stopped telling people about my experiences.
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To make a long story short I became a
Licensed Minister of the Gospel at the age of
thirteen, an ordained Minister sanctioned and
credentialed by a board of 16 Pastors who tested
my skills before a congregation of a hundred
people. I Pastored my first church at the age of 15.

First Officer (Rowan): We will have a
workshop during this retreat on safety in a sexpositive community.

I became an evangelist and did about 30
revivals a year, while Pasturing. I read everything
my hunger for spiritual things knew no bounds.

Membership
(Dee):
Jude
Harrison’s
application is going through and he should be a
member by Lughnasadh! Crowwimin and Lady
Athena’s membership is due at Lughnasadh.

I was 27 years old in Dallas when I ran
across some information concerning magick. My
fellow pastors were in an uproar about the Harry
Potter books. That was the information that began
my transformation into witchcraft. They told me
that Satan himself had written the books, i did not
see evil in the book, I saw beauty. I could relate
more with the books of Harry than I could with the
restrictive indoctrination of my church. I spent the
next 6 months reading everything about magick. I
have always felt like there was more to spirituality
than what I was taught to believe. A year after then
I resign from my church and peruse the magick
that I felt inside of me. Nearly 20 years later, I am
so glad I found my path. I have been practicing
magick now for nearly 20 years and have loved it
immensely.
I am an eclectic witch. I believe that The
Divine manifests through feminine and masculine
expressions, the goddess and the god. I Work with
Asherah, Bastet, Hecate, Oya and Oshun, Yah, Loki,
The Arch Angels and my spirit guides. I celebrate
the sabbats and the esabts. I realized that I have
been a witch my entire life. The Craft is my life, its
who I am, it's what I do every day.

LOCAL COUNCILS
CALAFIA
~ No report
Last published minutes in the
Beltane 2018 edition.

CHAMISA
~ June 16, 2018

Agenda Check-in: Rowan
Called to order at: 10:25 a.m.
Roll Call: Circle of the Winter Moon, Our
Lady of the Woods, Crowwymin, Coven of the Silver
Moon, Circle of the Cauldron, and guests Victor and
Larissa Gibbs.
Officer Reports:

Second Officer (David): I will discuss
Mabon during the MMM Final Planning portion of
this meeting.

Recorder (Lora): These minutes serve as
my record.
Pursewarden (AmberIsis): Chamisa has
sufficient funds to continue to sponsor the Mabon
event and to pay for stipends for members going to
Merry Meet, and a stipend to Ardantane for the
Litha Retreat. Dee Proctor, Sylvia, Elizabeth
Godfrey, and Kitty Randall are requesting stipends
for Grand Council. AmberIsis will also send a check
to Debbie Dapson for her invaluable web services.
PIO (KariIsis): No Report.
Interfaith Committee (Amber K): Amber
has been attending and posting events for the New
Mexico Interfaith Power and Light.
CoG
Board
Representative
Report
(Amber K): I will discuss the three proposals for
CoG later in the meeting.
Friendly Reports:
Ardantane: Every class and workshop has
“made.” Paladin training is the primary recurring
class. Wisdom Retreat will be October 5-7. Torch
and Key Hecate Retreat is November 16-18.
Ardantane has $14,000 for the Uncommon Room.
$30,000 is needed. Ardantane is focusing on beauty
and comfort on the campus. There are three
functional patios now, including the new Shady
Nook, by the Harre Potty.
Silver Moon Health Services: Still on
board for Mabon.
Beltane Southwest: No report.
Las Cruces Pagan Pride Day: We paid for
the permit of the park, and should have enough
from vendors for the insurance and other expenses.
Both Chamisa and Ardantane will be attending this
year!
Old Business:
Mabon Final Planning: Everything is in
place with the Forest. Registration will be August 1,
with early registration for Chamisa members. Ryan
cannot do the Wild Hunt, so Falco will do it. Wendy
Rule and Azrael are doing main ritual Saturday.
Silvia will contact Katherine and Darrell about using
the RV for Wendy.
Workshops:
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Wendy will lead 2 workshops:
Alane: Dark Goddess chants
Sylvia:
Dark
Goddess
workshop/sacred
sexuality
Rowan: Newcomers workshop
Amber: What is the Craft of the Wise?

Other activities/events will include the
mead maker’s gathering, and in honor of Donna
Pauline, a gathering of the Fallen Petals of the
Magnolia.
Coven of the Silver Moon will do the gate
again. Pyramid and Gaia will do facilities one more
year. Silver Moon Health Services is still on board
for Mabon. Jobs that still need to be done include
Heralding/Security.
Rowan will see that a Save the Date is put
up on Facebook.
Report
from
the
Membership
Committee (Rowan): I have finished the
Membership Report and will present the findings of
the exit interviews at Grand Council.
Merry Meet 2019 in New Mexico Status:
Azrael is looking at the Best Western Rio Grande
Inn on Rio Grande in Albuquerque, near Old Town,
with some leadership meetings taking place at
Ardantane.
New Business:
Merry Meet Report Proposals and
Feedback (Amber): Three Proposals for COG:


Streamline membership application process.
Create a general (non-voting) membership level
(think Sierra Club or ACLU). They receive, for
example, newsletter, chat room access, bumper
sticker.



Create a job description for COG's first
professional staff person, and a plan to finance
the position. The aim would be to relieve
national officers of some of their routine
administrative
work
(reducing
volunteer
overload) and to make new initiatives possible.



Create a National Governing Board composed of
reps from each local council and one for
National members. Current National Officer
positions become volunteer staff positions. All
positions would have two-year terms.

All of these will be discussed in depth at
Merry Meet.
Other
services?

ideas:

Should

Recruiting Officers
Offices up for elections:





CoG
for

offer

2018/2019:

1st Officer
Recorder
PIO – Rowan is willing to take this office.
Interfaith
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CoG Board Representative – Amber or Azrael
are willing to take this office.
Adjournment: 1:02 pm

EVERGLADES MOON
~ May 27, 2018
Start time: 1:30 PM Location: Casa
Ravens. Having quorum, the meeting
started at: 1:41 PM EST. The meeting began hand
to hand and screen to screen with open hearts
ATTENDANCE (Magickal Name, Position, Coven):
In Person:







Canu, CoG NFO, Beachfyre
Shaylee, EMLC Co-Recorder, Beachfyre
Rayna, Beachfyre
Chloe, Beachfrye
Coyote Morningstar, AoS
Gwydion, AoS

Conference line:







Kasha, EMLC First Officer, AoS
Lady Bridget, EMLC, MO, Witch & Famous
Lady Circe, CoG SO, EMLC Pursewarden
Qabal, CoG NPW, EMLC PIO, AoS
Alpandia, EMLC Publications, DragonWhisper
Cat, Witch & Famous

OFFICER REPORTS
First Officer (Kasha): It has been an
uneventful couple of months in FO land, so I've
done my best to support other Board members
when needed. I've worked with Lady Circe with any
Merry Meet planning and with Lady Bridget fielding
Membership Inquiries. Since I have access to high
volume scanning equipment, I've also just begun a
project with involves moving our recordkeeping to
the current decade by digitizing the LCMO records
that have, up to now, been kept on paper in a box
and passed from MO to MO.
We are about to enter the home stretch to
Merry Meet/Grand Council. I thank all of our
members for their work on the event so far and I'm
looking forward to our hosting a productive meeting
and a providing a great experience for CoG
members traveling to our area in August.
Second Officer (Amber): I don't have
much in the way of a report except I'm still looking
for places for the retreat. At this point, I think we're
going to have to move the dates out of June to
another time. Some places that have been
suggested are the Savannahs, Key West, Blue
Springs again, and of course I'm still trying to find
something in the middle of the state, so the West
Coast people can join in. Feel free to email me any
and all suggestions. Thanks
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Membership Officer (Lady Bridget): During the
last EMLC meeting, we discussed extending an
invitation to Dogwood members to consider joining
EMLC since Dogwood LC is dissolving. Many of
those members are known to us, since we were
also members of Dogwood before we hived from
them to form our own LC in

EMLC and I am looking forward to having her join
us.

Florida. We had extended an invitation to
the Dogwood members to see if any were
interested and I am happy to report that Lady
Arden of the Sylvan Forest contacted me to accept
our offer of membership in EMLC. Thea, the NMO,
has been notified and I’ve sent Lady Arden an email
which includes our meeting schedule, our facebook
information, and also information on how to get her
members subscribed to our EMLC email list once
this is final. There is of course a comment period of
90 days after this information is published in the
newsletter for any objections to be heard
concerning this change of membership. The
announcement on the EMLC email list elicited a lot
of positive response, and of course EMLC members
who have concerns should please let the board
members know if you have questions or concerns.

Publications Officer (Alpandia): I'm
proud to report that our forward-facing info hubs
(emlc.net,
facebook.com/evergladesmoon
and
twitter.com/emlctweets) continue to hum along,
gaining new visits and followers each week.

Ana, our other inquiry into membership,
has been out of the country for a while, so I expect
she will get back in touch with me when she is
ready. I have reached out to her to let her know
our meeting dates and that I am available to help
with the membership process.
All members due at Beltane have renewed,
yay!
Members who are due to renew at Litha
are: Dragonwhisper Coven and Spiraling Heart
Coven. Please contact me if you need any help with
renewals. (Y'all are pros at this by now!)
Now, onto proxies! Yes, it's that time of
year again, we need to turn our attention to who is
attending Grand Council this year and who is not.
Seeing as how we are holding Grand Council here in
Florida, I would urge all those members of EMLC
who can to attend in person.
This means that when you fill out your
attendance/proxy form, you will put that you are
planning to be there in person. If you cannot, and
you need someone to hold your proxy for you, then
there are plenty of folks to choose from! But please
don't wait until the last minute.
Also be aware that the proxy form can be
filled out and signed online! I sent out an email to
the list earlier explaining how to do it. If you need
help, please ask!
In addition to the Sylvan Forest, we have
also been contacted by Lady Miraselena, also
formerly of Dogwood, to join EMLC. Her
accomplishments include being NPIO, editing The
Wild Hunt, and having a soon to be released book.
She is well known and beloved by many of us in10
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Pursewarden (Lady Circe): $7,918.80 in
all accounts
Is late w/ the quarter reports and has
contacted the NPW to inform.

Our Podcast reaches more than 200 witches
when each episode goes live, with more pagans
finding us through searches and word of mouth. If
you've not submitted a segment yet, what are you
waiting for?
The web presence for Grand Council/Merry
Meet 2018 is live at http://www.emlc.net/gc2018.
We've been receiving workshop and vendor
applications (they look great!). The application
deadline is June 30th for both, so get your
applications in now!
We are also processing both on-site and
virtual attendee registrations through our site
conveniently and securely through Paypal. Don't
have a Paypal account? You can still use their
service with your credit card or Visa/MasterCard
debit card without a paypal account. If you prefer
to pay by check, please let us know so that we can
get the information you'll need.
Public Informations Officer (Qabal):
People keep contacting him about membership and
he will pass them on to MO officer.
Recorder (Aequitas/Shaylee): March
Meeting notes were sent in to CoG for newsletter on
time. Additionally, neither Shaylee or Aequitas will
be able to attend next meeting due to scheduling
conflicts and are kindly requesting assistance for
meeting minutes
What EMLC-ers are doing:
Coyote Morningstar will be hosting Litha
on the beach on June 23...if you haven’t received
let Coyote know
Lady Bridget, Sirona’s Dance show is June
30th, come out to see her perform
Cat is now working on her Mind, Body
Medicine Certification - About our beliefs about food
and has acquired her Crystal Healing certification Congratulations Cat
Canu will be running Main Ritual and Mystic
South, don’t miss it, https://mystic-south.com/
www.facebook.com/mysticsouthcon.
Canu in a legal battle has shut down a
sewage
dumper
in
Broward
making
our
Environment safer, GO CANU!!!!
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Rayna - Will be doing a Yemaya ritual at
Luna Bohemia, a local Pagan/New Age store in
Miami some time in September, Date to be
Announced www.facebook.com/LunaBohemiaMiami,
www.lunabohemiashop.com/
Rayna - Has been awarded a Residential
Research Fellowship at Dumbarton Oaks in
Washington DC to Spring 2019 - Congratulations
Rayna!!!
OLD BUSINESS
Meeting schedule 2018: Next Meeting July 28 at Cat’s
September Meeting is Sept 1 Kasha
confirmed this date was still good for those in
attendance
Fundraising and Outreach: Psychic
House Party, Oct 20, 2018 at Kasha’s house. Flyers
- Alpandia is going to produce for Grand Council &
Pagan Pride Days, New Age Stores, and Meet and is
going to set up Weblink, Tickets sales though event
planner & create forms. Offering Services Cat
Crystals, Lady Bridget Tarot, Coyote Massage, who
else would like to offer services.
Movies with witches No updates
CoG Youth Awards- Kasha: Since we said
that we had wanted to support Amber K posted
about it and is suggesting we share that so that any
families who are not CoG members can see it and
learn about it.



https://www.facebook.com/mysticsouthcon/
August 9-12th, 2012 - Covenant of the Goddess
2018 Merry Meet
https://emlc.net/
Meeting adjourned with circle of hands
and hearts. Next Meeting: July 28th, 2018,
Date & Time: 1:30 PM, Location: Cat’s Home.
Mark Your Calendars! Reminders and directions
will be sent prior.

HILLS AND RIVERS
~ No report
Last published minutes in the Mabon
2017 edition.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
~ No report

ORANGE COUNTY
~ No report
Last published minutes in
the Litha 2018 edition.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
~ June 10, 2018

New Business
Membership Inquiries: Lady Arden of the
Sylvan Forest, formerly of Dogwood LC - Would like
to take us up on our offer to join EMLC - Floor
opened for discussion. Motion to have Sylvan Forest
join EMLC from Kasha - Twinkles from all

The First Officer, Maureen,
called the meeting to order. Representatives of
Alani’s Eyes, Moon Birch Grove, White Buffalo Clan,
Circle of the Dragon and the Phoenix, and
Ghostwheel were present, A quorum was declared.

Lady Miraselena, formerly of Dogwood LC
would also like to join EMLC - Floor open to
discussion. Motion to have Lady Miraselena join
EMLC from Kasha - Twinkles from all

The First Officer questioned if Coven Ashesh
Hekat is still a member. Morgana, as Board Liaison
agreed to confirm this with National Membership.

Welcome to our newest members
AIR Announcement from Kasha to come
Turning The Tides Business: No Updates,
Push for workshops to come in the next few weeks
Merry Meet 2018: Awesome planning for
2018 Grand Council
Community Announcements:




June 23rd, 2018 - Litha on the Beach
https://www.facebook.com/events/2077805266
52000/
June 30th - Planetary Bodies (Sarah’s Show)
https://www.facebook.com/events/6167204753
53045/
July 13-15th, 2018 - Mystic South
https://mystic-south.com/

Page 10

Officer Reports:
First Officer (Maureen): no report.
Membership Officer (Tracy): Tracy
received one inquiry about SoCal membership, but
the person lived in San Bernardino so he was
referred to Touchstone and we have heard nothing
further.
Pursewarden (Monica): the Pursewarden
circulated a report showing no change in the bank
account balance since the last quarter.
Recorder
(Morgana):
Morgana
had
nothing to report as this is the first meeting since
officers were elected.
Public Information Officer (Barbara) no
report but Barbara remains vigilant about any
articles to circulate to the local council members.
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Old Business:
The First Officer and the Pursewarden
summarized the old business from the minutes of
last September’s meeting. We cancelled the
planned winter party and also the January meeting
due to scheduling issues. Leticia asked about the
status of Outreach, but it appears to be on the back
burner for now. The First Officer asked about
everyone’s energy for putting together an event,
but further discussion was tabled for now.
New Business:
Recorder Morgana RavenTree asked if
anyone is planning to submit proposals for Grand
Council. Monica is on the Path to Membership
Committee and is working through that committee
to prepare forms for membership that people can
fill out and submit. She expects that committee will
present a proposal to adopt those forms. She is also
working to create a non-voting class and on the
Administrative Assistant Committee and expects
those committees will prepare proposals as well.
First Officer Report for Grand Council:
The Council discussed the First Officer report that
Maureen needs to prepare. Deadline is sometime in
July.
Attendance at Grand Council: Morgana is
the only member of SoCal Local Council who will
attend Grand Council in person. She will carry up to
6 proxies. The only thing she needs to vote on will
the budget approval and election of officers.
Decline in Membership: the Council
discussed what options we have to reverse the
trend. Morgana reported about a pending proposal
to reorganize the Covenant so that policy decisions
will be made by a committee or board of Local
Council First Officers. The Board officers would take
over administrative roles.
There being no further business, the
meeting was adjourned. Next meeting: September
16th.

TEXAS LOCAL COUNCIL
~ No report
Last published minutes in the
Litha 2018 edition.

TOUCHSTONE
~ No report

STATEMENTS ON SEPARATION OF YOUNG
CHILDREN FROM THEIR PARENTS AT THE
US/MEXICO BORDER
COVENANT OF THE GODDESS
We, the members of the Covenant of the
Goddess, condemn the separation of children from
their families as has been occurring at the
U.S./Mexico border as well as elsewhere around the
world. The Covenant of the Goddess believes that
the forced removal of immigrant children from
caring parents exposes the child to grievous
psychological, emotional and even physical harm,
and it is immoral. We demand the reunification of
families to happen immediately and the immediate
cessation of any policy that dictates the separation
of families.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA LOCAL
COUNCIL
The Southern California Local Council of
Covenant of the Goddess opposes the separation
and unreasonable detention of families seeking
asylum in the United States of America. American
ideals include welcoming those who flee tyranny,
violence, and other forms of abuse in their
homeland. We are a nation of heart, of vast wealth,
and of vast space. We have made the grave
mistake of demonizing and incarcerating entire
groups of people in the past to our profound regret
and disgrace. We must not let this situation
continue.
We demand that every effort be made to
trace children to their parents separated at our
southern border and facilitate their reunion without
delay. We also support providing entry and timely
judicial review to those awaiting asylum outside our
ports of entry.

HOLY WATERS: WATER DEITIES THROUGH
WESTERN HISTORY1
By M Macha NightMare
We Witches have a chant that goes: “The
ocean is the beginning of the Earth. All life comes
from the sea.” And it does. Ninety-five percent of
all life is in the oceans of the world. The womb
waters where we all begin are like the salt water of
the ocean, full of nutrients, creating a safe place for

Last published minutes in the
Litha 2018 edition.
1

Excerpted from Pagan Pride: Honoring the Craft
and Culture of Earth and Goddess, by M. Macha
NightMare, Citadel Press, September 2004.
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us to grow until we are ready to breathe air and live
on land.
As far back as ancient Egypt, we see that
the sun god Atum (Re) reposed in the primordial
ocean (Nun). The first gods in Assyro-Babylonian
myth arose from the coming together of sweet
water (Apsu) and salt water (Tiamat). Surrounded
by seas, the mythology of the seafaring Greeks is
filled with sea goddesses, nymphs and monsters.
We get our word dolphin from the sea god
Delphinos. Oceanus was the Titan of the sea. The
Olympic god Poseidon, called Neptune by the
Romans, rode white steeds that were the roaring
waves, or rode in a seashell chariot pulled by
seahorses. Aphrodite was foam-born. The Yoruba
people of West Africa, and later the African diaspora
in the Americas and the Caribbean, worship
Yemaya, a goddess who loved mirrors and pearls,
and who appears dressed in blue skirts with white
ruffled underskirts, suggesting the waves meeting
the shore.
Many peoples are fed by the oceans and
rivers. For instance, the one-eyed goddess Sedna
lives at the bottom of the ocean with the fish and
the seals. If she is not propitiated, she will not
provide food for the Alaskan people.
Not only seawater but fresh water is sacred.
Around the world people see the magic of rivers,
lakes, ponds, streams and waterfalls. Our Pagan
ancestors saw the feminine divine in rivers. For
example, the Boyne in Ireland is the river of the
cow goddess Boann, and the Seine in France is the
goddess Sequana. The ancient Babylonians situated
temples to the moon goddess Ishtar in natural
grottoes where springs emanated. Many wells and
streams are the home of ondines, water nymphs,
and other beings.
Sacred springs that bubble up from under
the earth have healing properties. The ancient Celts
built shrines to the goddess Sulis at the hot mineral
waters at Bath, where people have gone to take the
waters for seven thousand years. When the Romans
later expanded their empire into Britain, they built a
temple there to Sulis Minerva. Springs sacred to the
goddess Bridget are found throughout Ireland;
pilgrims leave offerings and pray to be healed with
the water. At the Gallo-Roman Fontes Sequanae
sanctuary at the source of the Seine, two hundred
ancient carved oak figures representing all or part
of the human body have been left by people
seeking healing. People travel to the Dead Sea to
bathe in its waters, which are especially efficacious
for healing for diseases of the skin.
Water purifies and renews, and can bring
about powerful transformations. Bathing in the
sacred River Ganges frees the bather from blemish.
It is the custom in most initiatory traditions for the
candidate to bathe to ritually purify herself prior to
experiencing the mysteries and taking vows. For
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instance, pilgrims to the Eleusinian Mysteries in
ancient Greece purified themselves in the sea prior
to initiation.
The river can be a boundary between
worlds. The dead must pay a coin to Charon to
ferry them across the Underworld River Styx. The
bodies of the dead in ancient Egypt were taken
from the east to the west side of the Nile for burial
on the other side. Throughout the world the dead
are washed with clear water to prepare them for
the Otherworld. Kanaloa is the old Polynesian sea
god of death, darkness, water, and squid.
Some springs, wells and streams are
sources of oracular wisdom. The sacred stream
near Demeter’s sanctuary at Patras in present day
Jordan provides an infallible divination mirror.
Drinking of magical water gives the gift of
prophecy.
Today, as we have for thousands of years,
we drink water from springs such as Evian and
Perrier in France, Pelligrino in Italy and Calistoga in
California, for its healthful benefits. Yet in some
places the people don’t have enough clean drinking
water. We have used our oceans as a global
garbage dump; we have filled our rivers with
contaminants. This desecrates the very source of
life. Without a reawakening on the part of all people
everywhere to the sacredness of water we as a
species will vanish from the earth like six of the
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

TRANSFORMING
THE
CULTURAL
APPROPRIATION DEBATE [PART THE SECOND]
By Gus diZerega
th

[Presented at the 14 Conference on Current Pagan
Studies, Claremont, CA, January 28, 2018]
IV. Memes as organisms in cultural ecosystems

Few people contribute a new word to our
language, and fewer still contribute an important
one. Richard Dawkins is among those who have. I
used to think his term, “meme,” was just a fancy
word for “idea.” I now realize I was badly mistaken.
Memes are ideas or actions in their social context,
and never my private thoughts, that live or die with
me. Broadly defined, a meme is any mental
creation, considered in its capacity as an
independent entity that survives, declines, adapts
or mutates over time, depending on the mental
energy people supply them.
Dawkins adapted the term ‘meme’ from
‘gene,’ the basic building block from which complex
life emerged through evolutionary processes.2 Many
biologists today argue there is more to evolution

2

Richard Dawkins, The Selfish Gene, 2nd ed. (Oxford:
Oxford University Press 1989).
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than genes alone, and I agree, but those I have
read also say Dawkins’ describes a central part of
the evolutionary process. Some major figures, such
as E. O. Wilson3 and Richard Prum,4 modify
Dawkins’ original formulation in exciting ways
regarding the nature of individuality and the origins
of beauty. The new science of epigenetics
demonstrates that often the environment can
change how genes express themselves, even into
subsequent generations.5 Scientists have recently
discovered that retroviruses changing our genome
may have played a decisive role in our becoming
human.6 However, fascinating as these new
discoveries are, the insights they provide do not
influence the argument that follows here.

Memes populate the cultural ecosystem,
enabling us to be social beings with a language
sharing mutually understandable meanings so we
can communicate beyond simple signals. When we
uncritically accept them, as we usually must, from a
meme’s perspective we are their tools, giving them
mental energy and helping them replicate. For us,
they are just a part of the reality within which we
live, and in the process of living, we reproduce
some of them. On balance, people and memes have
symbiotic relationships. To exist, each needs the
other.
I have been struck with how secular
scientists consistently describe memes as if they
were alive. For example, James Gleick writes7

Let us turn now to memes.

Memes emerge in brains and travel outward,
establishing beachheads on paper and
celluloid and silicon and anywhere else
information can go. They are not to be
thought of as elementary particles but as
organisms. The number three is not a meme;
nor is the color blue, nor any simple thought,
any more than a single nucleotide can be a
gene. Memes are complex units, distinct and
memorable – units with staying power.

Memes influence our behavior and are
sustained
within
cultural
networks
existing
independently of any particular individual. They are
patterns of mental energy spread by the behaviors
that they generate in their hosts. Imitation is
important in the propagation of memes and if
imitations are not perfect, they inject an
opportunity for further evolution on the meme’s
part.
In their social context, ideas such as
democracy, justice, equality, god, vegetable, fruit,
and marriage, are memes. But some memes are
not words, and may even lack any identifiable clear
linguistic meaning. The opening chords’ of
Beethoven’s 5th is a meme we all probably
immediately recognize. Shaking hands is a meme.
Symbols, such as our flag, are also memes, and
their meanings can be contradictory, as in standing
for certain values or certain actions that transgress
those values.
A meme is not a physical thing, though it
can shape what physical things do. Nor is it mental
in the sense of existing solely within our heads. It
exists independently of each of us, but not from all
of us. In return, while we can separate ourselves
from some memes, we can never separate
ourselves from all of them. The term “meme” is a
meme.
A cultural ecology provides a coherent
pattern of meanings and practices within which we
live, most of which we accept. We are as much its
creation as they are ours. A culture is a network of
people stretching across generations connected
through a mutual dependency on common memes
to facilitate useful connections. These memes can
change, but there is no radical disjuncture.

From this perspective ideas are like
organisms requiring mental rather than physical
energy from people to flourish. Memes are mental
organisms that, along with us, exist within a
cultural ecology. Within this ecology memes can
replicate, adapt, mutate, go extinct or simply go
dormant for a time, using our minds as the means
for their preservation and dissemination. Memes
replicate by attracting the mental attention they
need to survive and increase. They do this within
individual minds that then spread them to other
minds through words or other actions. A meme’s
success or failure rests on the degree it is picked up
by many people. But memes are independent from
any particular individual mind.
Is a meme “alive?” Their frequent
comparison with viruses is a useful place for us to
start. Physical viruses exist on the borderline of life
and not-life. By themselves, viruses are not
considered alive by most who study them. They
cannot reproduce on their own, but depend on host
cells to reproduce. Yet viruses can mutate and
evolve, as we discover to our sorrow every flu
season. A meme is often described as like a virus,
but in the mental realm. It can mutate and evolve,
and, as a virus needs a cell to replicate, a meme
needs a mind to do so. To persist and flourish,
memes must ‘infect’ hosts and adapt to overcome
barriers to their spread.

3

E. O. Wilson, The Social Conquest of the Earth, (NY: W.
W. Norton 2012).
4
Richard Prum, The Evolution of Beauty, (NY Doubleday
2017).
5
epigenetics
6
Retroviruses and human
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James Gleick, What defines a meme, Smithsonian.com,
May, 2011. http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture
/what-defines-a-meme-1904778/
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We usually think of viruses as harmful, but
the reality is much more complex. Scientists have
discovered that viruses can play constructive roles
in biological evolution. Viruses use nearly every
function of a host organism's cells to replicate and
spread. In the process, elements of viral genomes
can become part of that of its hosts, and in so
doing, change their characteristics. Dmitri Petrov
observed "The discovery that this constant battle
with viruses has shaped us in every aspect—not
just the few proteins that fight infections, but
everything—is profound. All organisms have been
living with viruses for billions of years; this work
shows that those interactions have affected every
part of the cell." Scientists, such as Petrov, believe
viruses drive the evolution of cells more than other
evolutionary pressures such as predation or
environmental conditions.8
For example, without viruses mammals as
we know them might not have evolved. Apparently
the very earliest mammals relied on part of a viral
derived genome that had become part of their own,
to enable them to evolve the placenta. Nor was this
the last major contribution to who we are. Citing
recent research, Carrie Arnold writes “At numerous
points
in
mammalian
evolution,
symbiotic
retroviruses entered the genome and steered
different groups of mammals along different
evolutionary paths.” Even the first humans might
have owed their separation from primate ancestors
due to viruses.9
Memes play an analogous role in human
cultural evolution- and like viruses, they can cause
‘infections’ that can either threaten a culture’s
survival, or lead to mutations, some of which will be
valuable. For example, I argue in my book,
Faultlines, that modern urban technological society
is fundamentally distinct from agricultural societies,
which explains in part the problems we are
undergoing as a nation today.10 This change did not
depend on imperialism, which had been a part of
human life for millennia. It did not depend on
slavery, which, again, was an age-old institution.
These ancient practices took on new roles when
practiced in new cultural contexts, and those
contexts were rooted in new ideas, memes.
Modernity’s distinctiveness did not come from
material accumulation, the growth of scientific
knowledge, or the amassing of wealth, but from
“piling idea on idea” to create something that was

8

Viruses revealed to be a major driver in human
evolution, Genetics Society of America, July 13, 2016.
https://phys.org/news/2016-07-viruses-revealed-majordriver-human.html
9

www.pbs.org, Sept. 28, 2016

10

Gus diZerega, Faultlines: The Sixties, the Culture War,
and the Return of the Divine Feminine, (Wheaton, IL:
Quest 2013).
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truly new in human society, a break as radical as
that which separated hunting and gathering
cultures from agricultural and herding ones.11 The
“mimetic
genome”
of
human
society
was
transformed.
A meme might have a number of meanings,
depending on its particular context. Think of “bad”
and “wicked,” which still have their traditional
meanings as negative qualities, but in some
contexts, have the opposite meaning. Even so, that
meaning’s impact is connected to the traditional
negative one. Otherwise we would just say “good.”
Over time, a meme rarely used in its once common
form, like “wicked,” could in time come to be a
synonym for “very good” as its use in different
contexts increases. Translators can be driven crazy
by this kind of thing, but it is also why we describe
a language as “alive.” And language facilitates the
creation and spread of memes.
V. Co-evolution
The virus analogy is not entirely accurate.
At least until very recently we have been unable to
influence viruses. The impact is largely one way.
But while we cannot stand aside and evaluate all
the memes that comprise such a crucial part of our
cultural ecosystem, we can stand apart from chosen
ones, and evaluate them, even if always within the
context of other memes, and decide whether to
accept, change, or reject them. Here human
creativity enters in, leading to a meme changing or
abandoning one of its meanings, or perhaps going
extinct, or perhaps dormant until a future time
when people begin paying attention to it again. We
also give new memes birth, although once in the
public sphere they are free to flourish or not,
independently from their creators. When Robert
Heinlein coined the term “grok” he never imagined
it would play a role in the future NeoPagan Church
of All Worlds, let alone in the field of computer
programming.
Our ability to change, empower, or disempower memes at the individual level frees us
from being simply their vehicles for expression.
When we step outside a meme and consider it
critically, or creatively, if we continue to use it, the
meme becomes our vehicle replicating our influence
and contribution throughout society, rather we
theirs. If when evaluating it we attempt to change
it, we have introduced a mutation, and that
mutation might spread rapidly if others adopt it as
well, or perhaps simply disappear, if people reject
it. Once a meme has entered the wider world, we
have no more power over it, but we originate both
the original idea and later modifications that sink or
swim on their own.
11

Dierdre McCloskey, Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not
Capital Or Institutions, Enriched The World, (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press 2017).
Volume 43, Issue 6

Lammas 2018

So, we are neither simply products of forces
we do not control, nor are we the lords and master
of society. We are organisms sharing a mental
realm with memes, and society is the collective
unplanned creation of people and memes. Like
organisms within a biological ecosystem, our
independence is real but partial. We and memes are
interactive agents powered by our mental energy,
and over time, both they and we coevolve together.
Memes shape the ideational ecosystem
within which we live. Most of the time, our thinking
flows pretty effortlessly within an existing network
of memes, without thinking about them, or even
noticing them. For example, in normal conversation
we rarely if ever pause to choose our words – they
emerge pretty automatically. They are the
structures that give coherence to our thinking, and
as such, are usually as ‘real’ to us as the physical
world. If you want to experience the force of a
powerful meme, refuse to shake someone’s hand
when they extend it to you, while still seeking to
come across as friendly.
As ecosystems, neither culture nor the
memes within them are static. American culture is
patriarchal, has grappled for centuries with
entrenched racism, and, when convenient, has
consistently acted aggressively towards militarily
weaker peoples, from Indians to Iraqis and
Afghans. I initially imbibed the memes that
contained these values as a young boy, largely
unnoticed, and experienced them as both real and
linked with other dimensions of our culture. For
example, our military preserved “freedom.” But like
all cultures, ours is not monolithic. As we grow up
we
encounter
competing
memes,
or
see
contradictions between different memes that once
seemed to be in harmony, such as freedom and an
actively employed military once thought to simply
protect freedom but actually serving capitalist
interests.
I still consider myself an American, but now
I support feminism, oppose racism, and have a long
record demonstrating, speaking, and writing against
American military aggression. These changes
emerged from my encountering and noticing
contradictions and deciding between them. Once
seeing a contradiction, I can blind myself to it or
seek to resolve it, usually by ranking them in
importance so one overrides the other, or by
abandoning or redefining one or both contradictory
memes. Today the mix of memes that contribute to
my self-identification as an American has changed
in some respects though not in others. If the same
happens in enough Americans, the culture will have
changed, but still be American.
As with organisms in biological ecologies,
because so much is linked, the evolution of a single
meme can be a powerful force in shaping a society.
Consider how the meaning of marriage has changed
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over time to become a celebration of loving
commitment- the meme-as organism had evolved,
and as it did, influenced the larger cultural
ecosystem. In the West, at one time, marriage was
usually entered into for creating a family, making
an alliance between families, out of religious duty,
or assuring security in old age. Love didn’t matter.
A Montesquieu observed a “husband who loves his
wife is a man who has not enough merit to engage
the affections of some other woman.”12 In such a
context, gay marriage was unthinkable.
Once the meme, ‘marriage,’ incorporated
love as a reason for its existence, the stage was set
for a major transformation. In our culture, ‘love’
came to dominate all other reasons for marriage. A
meme thousands of years old shifted in its central
characteristics, and as it did, the once unthinkable
became thinkable. In the U.S., marriage for love
legitimized interracial marriage where it had often
been outlawed. More recently it has legitimized gay
marriage. Marriage primarily for love was a
memetic mutation that ultimately changed the
meme’s ideational ecosystem and the cultural
institutions that arose from it.
Consider Day of the Dead calavara (skull)
images as another example. I live in Taos, where
Day of the Dead was not traditionally celebrated by
any of the major ethnic groups here, Indian,
Hispanic, or Anglo. Its roots are far away, in
Mexico, and compared to these three groups,
Mexicans are a small portion of Taos residents.
However, if you were to enter a tourist oriented
store you will see Day of the Dead style skulls on
cups, t-shirts, paintings, dishes, and most anything
else capable of holding the image. I recently went
to Taos’s ACE Hardware to have some keys copied.
ACE is not a tourist oriented store. On its rack of
key blanks were some sporting a Day of the Dead
skull. Halloween celebrations include people whose
faces have been painted to represent these same
images. Variations of this skull image are
ubiquitous in Taos, extending far beyond the
meaning behind its image when Mexican families
celebrate the day with their departed loved ones. It
has an exuberant life of its own.
Which leads us to a deeper understanding
of memes and their relation to us. And from this
point I will begin to shift into a Pagan perception of
reality.
[To be continued in the next newsletter]

12

Montesquieu, ˆLetter LV: Rica to Ibben, at Smyrna,
Persian Letters, 1714. http://www.bartleby.com/167/55.
.html
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CANDIDACY STATEMENTS
FIRST OFFICER: CANU
Hey CoGKin! As we approach Grand
Council, I encourage us all to consider ways in
which we can serve the Covenant, including Officer
and volunteer positions, both at National and in our
Local Councils.
To that end, I'm willing to serve as NFO for
a second term, but I really encourage folks to
consider stepping forward to be a candidate for NFO
(and the other Board positions), as well! I may
withdraw in favor of other candidates, too. Feel free
to let me know if you're considering it and want to
discuss it, or just announce away! I have had a lot
on my plate, and it doesn't look like it's going to get
a lot lighter soon. That's kept me from doing more
as NFO during this past year, but it also speaks to
what more can be accomplished with the position
for our Covenant.
We'll face some interesting decisions and
future actions about whether and how to change
the Covenant regarding membership, governance,
and administrative help at Grand Council and into
the coming year. I hope whether or not you decide
to serve that you'll find ways to participate in what
CoG will become!

SECOND OFFICER: AZRAEL ARYNN K
Greetings and Merry Meet, CoGkin—
With the approval and support of Chamisa
Local Council, I am announcing my candidacy for
National Second Officer for the 2018-2019 year. I
have already scoped out a possible venue for Merry
Meet and Grand Council for August 2019.
I will have a PowerPoint with full details to
present to GC this year in Florida. I was Co-Second
once before, and am now retired, so can devote as
much time as necessary to this (in between writing
books).
I will need someone who understands AV
requirements to help with that.
I’ll see you in Ft Lauderdale!

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER: THEA
BRISTLEBROOM
Merry Meet CoG-Kin,
As you may know, I am halfway through
my 2nd term as National Membership Officer. I
plan to ask for a variance and run for reelection
for a third term at Grand Council 2018.
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I do this primarily because I feel strongly
that the NMO Manual, which I'm in the process of
writing, won't be finished in time to pass on to
the next person. The steepness of the learning
curve coupled with the lack of a current manual
at the time I took over the job has resulted in a
realization that this job needs a good deal more
documentation than was needed or existed
before.
I am basically leaning heavily on
previous NMO's and filling in where a topic wasn't
covered.
I need one more year to get this process
and documentation to a point where another
person could take up the job, and I wouldn't feel
that I'd let them and the Covenant down by
passing on the responsibility prematurely.
However, should the variance not be
granted, I fully intend to work with the next NMO
to make sure they are given all the support that I
can give. And I will continue to work on the NMO
manual, in concert with training the new person.
As you are well aware, I had some
problems in late 2017 and early 2018 and got
behind. I asked for help from my LC, I worked
diligently to get caught up, and I have continued
to work on the various committees and proposals
leading up to GC, while staying on top of the
NMO routine work.
I truly enjoy this work, and know that I
am making a difference for the future of CoG. I
hope I have your support, both for the variance
that I will be asking for in order to serve another
year, and for the actual election to this job.
In Her Service,
Thea Bristlebroom

CORRESPONDENCE OFFICER: AMBER K
Dear Cogkin,
I have been serving as COG's National
Correspondence Officer for the current term, and
would like to announce that I will be running for a
second term at the upcoming Grand Council.
Chief accomplishments this term: keeping
up with almost all correspondence forwarded to me
(except
some
from
incarcerated
Pagans);
developing a Wicca information packet for those
incarcerated (almost done); keeping hard copies of
all major correspondence in a binder, which is
becoming an NCO Manual for my successor. I will
also have the core of it in electronic form, of
course.
Chief goof this term: missed a Board
meeting due to over scheduling and blonde
moment.
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I also have been serving as Religious
Awards Coordinator, and am willing to continue that
for another year.
I am running again not because I need
something to keep me busy, but because a) it's a
service to the wider Witch/Wiccan community; b) I
think continuity and consistency are important; c) I
enjoy working with the dedicated folks on the
current Board, and hope some of them will be
returning.
I should mention that I hope to phase out
both my jobs and turn them over to COG's
proposed Administrator.
l

PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER:
JANINE NELSON HOFFMAN
Greetings Fellow COG Members,
For the past year I have been serving as
COG's National Public Information Officer and have
relished my time serving its members. In 20172018 one of my first activities was attending Pagan
Pride LA/OC event. It was a outstanding
opportunity to talk with OCLC booth visitors and
COG members about our organization and listen to
their perceptions of COG and changes they would
like to see. At an OCLC event I created a binder
with COG Youth Awards information so parents
could see the opportunities and benefits of each
award and their requirements. I was honored to be
a guest lecturer at Fullerton College and plan to
return this fall.
A new NPIO website was created and linked
to the COG site. The site is a launching point for
sharing information about COG, local council events
and their statements as they shared them. Our
Facebook page continues to have a strong fan base,
but its hard to determine who are actual members
vs. general followers. We continue to clean up posts
with click-bait connections, but the articles and
images receive strong LIKES and SHARES.
I am seeking a second term in 2018-2019
as your NPIO so I can continue my efforts in
developing a stronger presence in college pagan
groups, develop stronger relationships with local
council PIOs and create a stronger presence for
COG. Through our social media, we can tap the
information available (analytics) and provide local
councils with the opportunity to share their
information on a broader platform. It has been a
pleasure working with the current board and thank
them for their aid and support during my current
tenure.
It has been my pleasure to be your NPIO.
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ANNUAL REPORTS TO GRAND COUNCIL
SECOND OFFICER
Here we are (or here we will be in a week).
I would like to offer my thanks to the
Everglades Moon Local Council when Lady Circe
crossed the Veil. There are too many people to
thank – EMLC officers and our organizing committee
members have been working together constantly
and consistently to get us through MerryMeet and
Grand Council.
I would like to take a moment to thank
Lady Circe for her work as National Second Officer.
She laid the groundwork that we may together
enjoy MerryMeet and Grand Council 2018.
Blessed Be and safe travels,
Manny

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER
I’ve had a bumpy road late last year, ran
into some personal difficulties which caused me to
get behind, overcame that with help from my Local
Council. In May we had a very smooth email list
clean-up, and we now have a high degree of
confidence that the elists only contain current CoG
members.
Two really huge things I feel good about
finally accomplishing - 1) getting templates for the
various certificates, wallet cards and charters so
that I was able to start mailing them out to folks.
Thanks to all the folks who helped by sending me
pictures of their documents, and Cat Perron, a
former NMO, for creating them on her computer! 2)
With the help of our First Officer (and NetCo) Canu
and Cat Perron I have finally got the mail-merge
renewals working!
This year I worked with Publications to
review and tweak what is on the CoG website
regarding Membership (renewal forms are now also
on the Public side) and I also reviewed the
Membership Roster as it appears in the newsletter;
finding and correcting some errors.
PLEASE USE CURRENT FORMS (LOOK
AT THE DATE IN THE FOOTER) and USE THE
SAN BERNARDINO PO BOX ADDRESS for all
membership related postal mail! Many thanks to
the Mail Witch, Zenah Smith, for her dedicated
support of and service to the Covenant! She collects
the mail, scans it and sends it to the various
Officers on the National Board.
I continue to tweak the design of
membership forms to make it easier to fill out and
easier to get the correct info the first time. It can
take between 20 mins to 4 hours (not a joke!) to
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process a single renewal, depending on the
complexity. If I have any questions, that takes
longer to compose an email, and wait for a reply,
and then additional time to update the database.
Adding the time to do printed materials can add 15
to 30 minutes to that.

PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER

Grace of the Goddess fund was at $497
when I took over this job at Samhain 2016 and is
now at $627. During that time (almost 2 years)
donations totaled $930, with $130 the first year
and $800 the second (which includes a large
donation of $330) THANK YOU EVERYONE WHO
DONATED! Please consider donating to this fund or
any of the other Special Donations when you renew
your Membership.

FACEBOOK

FOLLOWERS

LIKES

11/1/2017

266,288

276,849

7/25/2018

263,572

273,408

I’m still in the process of writing an up-todate NMO manual, but it’s nowhere close to being
finished. I am requesting a waiver to run for a third
year mostly in order to finish the manual, but I also
hope that I’ll be able to start training my
replacement. I’ve created a proposal to elect the
Incoming NMO a year early so that they can start
training with the existing NMO before actually
having the responsibility of doing the job.
Speaking of proposals, I chaired the Path to
Membership Committee this year and we have
produced 4 proposals, and I guided the NCLC
review of the Bylaws, resulting in 17 proposals, and
created 4 from me as NMO, for a total of 25
proposals. So please read up on those for Grand
Council.
Since GC 2017 we have welcomed 2 new
Members, said good-bye to 6 Members as well as to
Dogwood Local Council. We currently have
applications for 5 new Members (4 will join at
Mabon and 1 at Yule) and 1 Associate (will join at
Mabon).
At the last Annual NMO report, we had 143
members total, consisting of 75 Covens, 64
Solitaries, and 4 Associates. Currently we have 125
members total, consisting of 65 Covens, 60
Solitaries, and no Associates. Because things can
change quickly between when I wrote this and the
actual date of publication, this probably will have
changed by the time you read it.
See you in Florida, I’ll be drinking a fruity
concoction with a tiny umbrella!
In Her Service,
Thea Bristlebroom

Social Media - The Covenant of the Goddess
has been using social media, specifically Facebook
since August 27, 2010.

Both
Facebook
and
Twitter
provide
interesting data that the Covenant can use for
understanding their reach, engagement, and fans.
Currently, we can see where our fans and followers
are located. Reviewing this data can also help in
determining why fans and followers, unlike our
page. There are key periods on our site that have
seen a large decline in LIKES since November.
Facebook modifies its algorithm often. Facebook
has also been vigorously removing suspicious,
deactivated or memorialized accounts. March 2018
was one of the first instances that Facebook
removed such accounts along with May and July.
Other reasons for our decline have been
due to posts deemed “click-bait”. A small handful of
reviews identify click-bait posts as their reason for
leaving. While most were made in 2017, a couple
reference posts from 2018. Another reason for their
departure was the recent statement issued on the
separation of children from their parents at the
Southern Border between Mexico and the U.S.
This is a breakdown of the locations within
the United States where our FANS are located. This
information could prove useful as we begin looking
at new membership opportunities. (See chart on
pg. 35)
Worldwide, these are the top locations for
our FANS (those who LIKE our FB page). There are
other countries interested in the Covenant of the
Goddess, but for comparison purposes, I used the
top four countries.
Twitter has had similar activity. Since our
account was created in 2012, Covenant has sent
16.4 Tweets, and we have 2,653 Followers. The
number of tweets is reflective of the number of
posts on Facebook (Facebook posts are shared on
Twitter).
Our Twitter audience is comprised of 70%
of the U.S.; 12% from the United Kingdom; and 5%
from Canada and 1% from France, Mexico, Ireland,
Australia. Our audience in Brazil, Spain, and Italy is
less than 1% each.
CovenantPIO. Being unable to access the
original PIO Report blog I created a Wordpress site
that can be accessed by COG.org. The page was
established in March 2018 and has had 1,456
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views, 1,158 visitors, 36 likes and 9 comments.
Ultimately I want to add all local council websites
and help promote COG activities beyond their
regional borders.
Activities Pagan Pride LA/OC in October
2017. The Orange County Local Council had a booth
at the event and I volunteered to help with the
fundraiser. In addition, this gave me the
opportunity to talk with visitors and share
information about The Covenant of the Goddess and
the benefits members receive. This also gave me
the opportunity to talk with college students and
the information they seek on Paganism and Wicca.
Conference on Current Pagan Studies. In
late January I was honored to be one of the
speakers at the Conference on Current Pagan
Studies held at Claremont Graduate College. I
delivered an academic paper on Pagan and Wiccan
Integrity in Social Media. It was an examination of
current digital communications used by Pagan
organizations and best practices, highlighting and
maintaining integrity and authenticity.
Fullerton College Lecture. On April 10,
2018, as local council contact for the Covenant I
was invited to lecture at Fullerton College in
Fullerton, California. One of their Religious Studies
professors asked me to speak to her combined
religious studies and philosophy classes along with
other students from a class on Witches, Witchcraft,
and Magic. These eager students were engaged and
highly interested in learning more about Wicca and
Paganism. Their questions were thoughtful and
thought-provoking. I look forward to returning this
fall.
OCLC Psychic Faire. In anticipation of the
spring Orange County Local Council Psychic Faire I
wanted a way to share information about the
Covenant’s student awards. I created a binder with
information about all of the awards the Covenant
offers. It gave me a great visual aid to show
parents the requirements and processes students
needed to earn our awards. This binder will go to all
future local council events, any future speaking
engagements or event attendances. It is my hope
we can encourage more families to participate and
children earn these awards.
Statement on Family Separation at the
Border. The latest activity was the creation, and
editing with Covenant members, of a statement on
the separation of families at the U.S./Mexico
border. The process involved monitoring comments
and suggestions made by members over several
days. It was worth the effort because together we
produced a statement the Covenant could find deep
satisfaction. I sent a press release with the
statement to several media outlets including online
media.

been several opportunities to network with others
from Pagan and Wiccan communities and learn their
perceptions and suggestions on staying relevant.
There are changes coming and I am eager to be a
part of them whether as Public Information Officer
or Covenant member. Together we can be the
power to make changes happen.
In gratitude,
Janine Nelson

PUBLICATIONS OFFICER
I have truly enjoyed my time as
Publications Officer and continuing to work on the
website. I would like to thank everyone who sent
stuff in on time, those who warned me ahead of
time that they would be late, and those who sent in
articles or poetry so we had something to read
other than local council minutes. I would especially
like to thank my assistant/husband for stepping in
during tax season, late night foot rubs and
emergency churro runs so this newsletter could be
completed.
In Gratitude,
Stachia Ravensdottir

NATIONAL RECORDER
During the past year, in addition to
preparing the minutes of Grand Council 2017 and
updating the bylaws and policy manuals, I drafted a
National Recorder Manual. The Manual was posted
to the website earlier this summer. My hope is that
future Recorders will continue to update and
expand the manual as the policies and procedures
of the National Board and Grand Council continue to
evolve.
As I mentioned in my report last year, when
I looked through the Grand Council minutes of
previous years, I noted many discrepancies
between the amendments and proposals approved
at prior Grand Councils and the final versions that
ended up in those documents. The Bylaw (and
Policy) Review Committee has continued this work
since last Grand Council. A report of the activities
and findings of the Review Committee will be
presented later at this meeting.
I have enjoyed my service as National
Recorder and anticipate being very busy the next
few months. My focus between now and Samhain
will be to prepare the minutes of this Grand Council
and complete them by the time I leave office.
Morgana RavenTree

It has been my pleasure to serve as the
Covenant’s Public Information Officer. There have
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CHAMISA
The Council has had a busy year.
We have produced a survey of the members
that have left the CLC in the past few years. The
results of that survey will be presented at Merry
Meet this year.
The Council adopted a streamlined process
for responding to the avalanche of disturbing
political news in the past year. Unfortunately, there
have been so many disturbing incidents and policies
that we have questioned whether issuing
statements is enough. We were relieved to see that
the National Board issued a statement addressing
the disturbing policies separating families on the
southern border. We were happy to post this
statement on our website and facebook pages.
We had some reaction to the #MeToo
movement, too. The Council produced a pamphlet
for distribution at Mabon and other events. We also
used our Litha retreat to discuss this subject. The
schedule for the retreat was as follows.
Theme for Litha Retreat (June 15-17):
Personal Empowerment and Safety in a Sexpositive Environment. Various workshops on some
aspect of this issue:
Rowan: restorative justice
Sylvia: structuring the coven system for
dealing with sexual issues
What are the assumptions being made
about our community and within it? What do we do
from here? A panel discussion was suggested to
address these topics.
Elder Training and Leadership Training? A
standing Council of Elders?
The Council also joined New Mexico
Interfaith Power and Light at Amber K's suggestion.
The mission of this organization, from their website,
is:
“New Mexico Interfaith Power & Light works
for climate justice by mobilizing faith communities,
faith leaders and people of faith to reduce the
causes and consequences of global climate change
through
inspiration,
education,
outreach,
implementation of sustainable practices and
advocating effective climate protection policies. Our
core belief is that the active care of the natural
world is integral to spiritual life and social justice.”
Our members are notified of NMIPL events
and some have attended. Amber has also notified
us of actions in the New Mexico legislature which
the organization supports or opposes so that our
members can take action.
Our Council sponsored a very successful
Magickal Mountain Mabon this year, with S. J.
Tucker as our featured guest. Many thanks to Ryan
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Coe, who organized last year’s festival. Plans for
this year’s festival, with Wendy Rule as our guest,
are well underway thanks to our wonderful Second
Officer, David Legare.
We also had a booth at Albuquerque Pagan
Pride, The CLC Pagan Pride booth distributed a lot
of literature and spoke to several people. Falco and
I were at the booth for most of the day. Thanks to
Sylvia Webb and former member Brian Rassmussen
for pitching in.
Due in part to the financial success of MMM,
we have been able to contract with a member of
the community to maintain our website who does
web design professionally. We are paying her
standard nonprofit hourly rate.
The Council approves and supports Azrael
Aryyn K’s bid for National Second Officer, and looks
forward
to
hosting
Merry
Meet
2019
in
Albuquerque.
Thanks to Lora Jackson Legare for her work
as Recorder. Her minutes were an invaluable
resource in preparing this report.
Respectfully submitted,
Rowan of Our Lady of the Woods
(Laura Liles), CLC First Officer

EVERGLADES MOON
2017-18 has been an exciting and
challenging time for EMLC, culminating in our
hosting Merry Meet/Grand Council in Fort
Lauderdale. It’s our hope that our time together will
be both productive for our organization and
meaningful and entertaining for our attendees. We
are so happy to share some Sea Magic with our
CogKin!
August found us meeting a few weeks
following Grand Council. With two members
physically attending and several others connected
virtually, we were still energized and inspired by the
work that was done in Ontario and began to plan
for the next 12 months. We discussed how we could
promote existing COG programs like the Hart and
Crescent Award in Florida and began nailing down
details for August 2018’s Merry Meet, while
planning
our
local
community
involvement
activities.
As we began work on new projects, we
were reminded of the cyclical nature of all things,
when on August 31, Lady Aine Yew, of Witch and
Famous Coven crossed over after a period of
illness. Lady Aine Yew, who worked closely with
Quan Yin, is remembered for her kind, sweet
nature, and gentle dispensing of wisdom. She is
certainly missed.
Hurricane Irma paid a visit to Florida in
early September, impacting members throughout
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the state. Thankfully none of our members suffered
physical injury or major property damage, but
power outages, flooding, evacuations, school
closings and overtime shifts for those working in
healthcare and public service made the weeks
following the storm long and tiring. High winds and
rain certainly change the landscape too, but we
were back to outside activities in no time!
We were present at three Pagan Pride
events in the fall of 2017, and in October, held our
annual meeting at the beautiful Blue Spring State
Park (the first weekend it was open for camping
after the hurricane!), with about a dozen members
also participating in our annual retreat, cabin and
RV camping among the manatee, wild turkey, and
mammoth mosquitoes. We were able to enjoy some
quiet time together, honor Lady Aine Yew with a
memorial ritual, and continue to work on
planning…planning!
Our membership grew- we welcomed a
National CoG member who moved to Florida and
transitioned to Local Council member, and,
although we were saddened to hear of the
dissolution of Dogwood Local Council, we are happy
that a former DLC Solitary Member and Coven have
decided to join us.
Our EMLC members (“Moonies”) like to host
events and to teach, and Florida is a big state with
a lot going on! In December EMLC presented our
11th annual Turning the Tide festival in the Miami
area, and in April, many of our members were
involved in planning the 4th annual Equinox in the
Oaks Festival in Central Florida. We also had
members involved in conference planning, and
ritual, academic papers, and workshop presentation
at Mystic South Conference in Atlanta in July. We
had presenters at HOBCON- a national gathering of
House of Brigh Faery Seers, and the Florida Pagan
Gathering. Members taught workshops at local
bookstores, Pagan Pride Days, and Pagan Meetups,
and facilitate public devotional rituals in their local
areas. The tech and journalist teams at The Wild
Hunt include EMLC members.
Moonies care about environment and
community. We currently have 4 members that are
keeping bees! We have “adopted” some Florida
Wildlife by providing support refuge organizationsBubblebutt a Sea Turtle who lives in the Florida
Keys became a Moonie for the second year, and a
pair of Scrub Jays, a threatened bird unique to
Florida, became the newest members of our family.
Our philanthropic work is not limited to wildlife,
though. EMLC is happy for the opportunity to
support organization that both preserve the past
and pave the way for the future of the Pagan
Movement. This year we contributed to The Wild
Hunt, Ardantane, The New Alexandrian Library, and
Adocentyn Research Library. We also support a
weekend food backpack program kids in Central
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Florida and a toy program for children affected by
HIV/AIDS in the Miami Area.
Everglades Moon Is on the Web, and what a
presence we have! Our Reaching for the Moon
podcast reaches more than 300 subscribers, with
new listeners finding us each month. Each episode
continues to generate listens well after its release
date, with even our original episodes still receiving
new listens years later. We're very social, too. With
over 1.4K followers on Facebook and Twitter, we
reach a wide and diverse audience and help Florida
witches find connections they may otherwise not
have known about. This year our website,
https://emlc.net, received a long overdue facelift.
We added a witchy events calendar - maintained on
our Facebook page - and made it easier than ever
for visitors to reach out with questions or make
their donation towards our philanthropic efforts.
Our planning goes beyond the next big
project though- the wheels are already turning for
fall and winter events. Pagan Pride Season, and our
presence at as many events as possible in the
state, a Psychic House Party Fundraiser and our
annual meeting and retreat in October, and 12 th
annual Turning the Tide festival (Astrology themed,
Miami in December, you should join us!!) round out
the year as EMLC keeps the witchy calendar full!
And, along with this work out in the
community, we are blessed, with EMLC, to have a
community that supports each other. Through this
year we have shared personal and professional
triumphs, pitched in in times of need, celebrated
Sabbats, Initiations and Elevations, and shared
Rites of Passage, both joyful and bittersweet. On
June 23, Lady Circe, our “Pursewarden for Life” and
one of the founding members of EMLC, and CoG
National Second Officer, passed through the veil.
EMLC clergy Lady Bridget and Lord Coyote officiated
at the Memorial Service for Circe’s family and
friends, a ceremony that was attended by people
with decades of connection in the Pagan
Community.
In true EMLC fashion, members jumped in
to finish the work of Merry Meet Planning that Lady
Circe and her team began. The exclamation point
on this extraordinary year for EMLC is Grand
Council/Merry Meet 2018. We love to entertain, so
we are happy to be sharing our beautiful South
Florida area-beach, heat, and humidity included,
with you! We look forward to joining together in
ritual to do some Healing Work, and hope that our
workshops and entertainment to balance the
serious work we will do in Leadership Institute in
Grand Council. Welcome to Florida!
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HILLS AND RIVERS
Between the work of individual covens and
the local council’s group projects, Hills and Rivers
continues to be a vibrant presence in the region.
We continue to grow. Since or last annual report,
we have been blessed with the addition of the
Coven of the Alpha Wolf in Carlisle, PA, who are
active in their community as they establish their
new tradition, Gala Witchcraft. We are eager to see
what new and exciting energy they will bring to our
local council.
Our members are finding new ways to
reach out to Pagans and Witches in the area and
raise funds to support HRLC’s continued growth.
Over the past few years we have grown rapidly,
adding covens from across Pennsylvania, for a total
of eight covens and three solitary witches. Although
this year our expansion has slowed a bit, I like to
think of it as merely a slow period to allow us set
good, healthy roots to support us as we grow and
mature.
Part of this maturation process is assessing
the present state of our local pagan community and
seeing where we can best contribute, to listen to
the call of the Lord and Lady. In the urban regions
in the western and eastern ends of the state, there
are numerous well-established Pagan events
throughout the year. While members are actively
supporting these established community projects,
we are not seeing adding events in these already
well-served areas as our calling. Instead, we have
begun to reach out to areas in the rural heart of the
region that have little opportunity to participate in
public ritual or other social events with other
Pagans and Witches.
This summer, we reached out to Raven
Moon’s Oracle, a metaphysical shop in DuBois, PA
to hold a public full moon ritual and meet and
greet. Seeing the excitement of the community for
the opportunity to share sacred space together was
so inspiring. It also reminded me of how lucky we
are in urban areas to have so many events from
which to choose. There is an underground Pagan
community in the DuBois area, but with so few
ways to connect, many witches feel isolated. This
rural community was so enthusiastic that it took
less than a week for all the spots to be filled and
others put on a waiting list. The shop owner
decided to use our event as a kickoff to hosting her
own new and full moon rituals at the store. We plan
to reach out to similar venues and hold public
rituals to not only spread the word about Hills and
Rivers and Covenant of the Goddess, but to help
Pagans
and
Witches
network
within
their
community. Hopefully after they make these
connections, build relationships, and possibly hold
their own circles and build community.
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With Jamie serving as chaplain in the PA
Correctional System, we now have contact with
another population in need of spiritual support and
resources. Hills and Rivers purchased sturdy
journals to serve as a Book of Shadows for inmates,
as they explore their spiritual path with the
guidance of Chaplain Jamie Dana.
While venturing out into new territory,
HRLC cannot forget our established spiritual
connections and Pagan groups in our home areas.
We have HRLC members working on organizational
committees at various Pagan Pride Day events in
our region. Hills and Rivers had an information
table at the Central New York Pagan Pride Day and
at Pittsburgh Pagan Pride Day in the Fall of 2017.
We distributed events brochures and chatted with
attendees. In the Spring, we had an information
table at Grove of Gaia Fest in May 2018, a Beltane
fest hosted by Lady Annabelle of Grove of Gaia. It
was a lovely event, with maypole dances, vendors,
readers, and workshops. We handed out business
cards and brochures, and sold HRLC logo buttons.
We are indebted to Lady Annabelle for her
generosity and continued support. She has hosted
numerous raffles and classes, to benefit Hills and
Rivers throughout the years. This year’s very
successful raffle gave us more than $500. Hills and
Rivers was also represented at the Lehigh Valley
Pagan Pride Day in June by Lauren of Coven of the
Wooded Vale, who works on the organizational
committee, and Jamie Dana and his Coven of the
Ancient River. We plan to have representatives
attend Cleveland Pagan Pride Day in August and in
Pittsburgh in October.
Over the years, we have tried to make our
Annual Meeting part of a larger Public Pagan event.
This is a way to bring all of the HRLC family
together to celebrate in circle and reach out to the
larger Pagan community. Each year, the event is a
little larger and has a more festival-like structure.
Last year in Pittsburgh, we held a Lughnassadh
event with an open ritual, picnic pot luck lunch, and
various games of skill. There were around fifty
people attending. We held a bake sale and sold
other items like corn dollies to cover the cost of the
pavilion rental.
At this year’s Annual Meeting in York, PA
(July 27-29) we will host an open Lammas ritual
and mini-festival with vendors, readers, healers,
workshops, speakers, and a children’s area. We
have expanded the event further by adding a
member-only social to the weekend to help us relax
after our board meeting and prepare for the festival
on Saturday. The public Lammas ritual will include
elements from the various traditions represented
within Hills and Rivers. After the festivities are over,
we will again meet Sunday for breakfast before
returning home. This lovely weekend would not be
possible without the help of Willow Moon, Unole
Raven, and the members of the Coven of the Wolfa.
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Their generosity, hard work, and beautiful spirit are
so greatly appreciated. We are so blessed to have
them as part of our spiritual family.
Outreach/Fundraising
Members:

Efforts

of

HRLC

Circle of Diana - Continues to hold Esbats
and sabbat rites at their covenstead near
Monroeville, PA. They also hold numerous public
rites throughout the year. Early last December,
Circle of Diana held a public rite honoring the
Roman fertility deities Bona Dea (Fauna) and
Faunus. In March there was another public ritual
honoring the Roman deities Minerva and Mars for
the Quinquatrus festival. There will a be another
public rite in mid-August for Nemoralia to honor
their patron deity, the Roman goddess Diana. They
are also planning online classes this fall to help
seekers who do not have teaching covens in their
area. Two priestesses will be initiated to their
second degree, with another applying for her
ministerial credentials.
Coven of the Wolfa - Beyond weekly
meetings, healing circles, sabbats and esbats, they
are currently working at planning Hills and Rivers
Annual Meeting and York Pagan Pride Day. They
have held a Palmistry class, a study of Theosophy
and our spiritual ancestors Blavatsky, Olcott,
Besant, Valiente, Leek & Fortune. They are also
working on sharpening their psychic abilities. Their
HPS, Willow Moon, is working on a piece to be
submitted to "The Wiccan" on her mentor who
recently passed away. She recently sworn her oath
to NWC and updated her clergy status there. She
started an annual fundraiser 7 years ago for the PA
Breast Cancer Coalition called “Jeeps & Jam's 4
Jug's” which is a show and shine and Jeep Show.
She attended PA Herb & Garden Festival as a
vendor and distributed literature there for CoG.
Coven of the Alpha Wolf - 2018 has been
a busy year for Gala Witchcraft as a tradition.
Casey Giovinco, the Chief Elder of Gala Witchcraft
published a book, "Garbed in Green," in January.
Since that time, the tradition has doubled, and they
are getting ready to host their annual Coven
Gathering in October.
Goddess
Grove
Goddess
Grove
performed the opening ritual at Pittsburgh Pagan
Pride Day 2017. They offered the Philosophy &
Magick of Wicca class, helping many new students
learn about the beautiful path of Wicca. HPS Lady
Magda served as Membership Officer for Hills and
Rivers and has done a fine job managing the
inquiries and applications.
Grove of Gaia - continues to hold open
ritual events. There was a Yule ritual and their 12th
annual Grove of Gaia Fest at Beltane 2018. Their
raffle was held to benefit HRLC, with over 25
vendors donating items. Over $500 was raised at
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this wonderful Spring time event. Grove of Gaia
continues its teaching tradition with this year’s
Philosophy and Magick of Wicca class.
Grove of the Ancient River - continues to
host open Sabbat rituals that are well attended and
is proud of our thriving outer court. They hosted
their annual History and Philosophy of Wicca
course.
Their
members
continue
to
offer
mentorships to people beginning to explore the
path of Wicca. Their numbers had grown so large
that they outgrew their meeting space, so the
coven hived, sending a new group out to teach and
do the work of the Lord and Lady. Jamie, HP of the
coven, began 2018 in his new role as a volunteer at
a nearby State Correctional Facility, providing
chaplain services for incarcerated Wiccans and
Pagans. He has now been promoted to a paid
chaplain post and is eager to do the work of the
Goddess and God. As there is no record of any
other Pagan chaplain serving in the Pennsylvania
Department of Corrections, Jamie is unofficially the
first in PA. Additionally, they have begun a co-ed
secular youth scouting group, part of the Navigators
USA organization, the Ancient River sponsored
group is recognized as Chapter 212. We would like
to thank Jamie Dana, our PIO, for keeping our
Facebook page active by posting relevant articles
and maintaining a fun and safe environment for
members in our secret Friends of Hills and Rivers
Facebook group.
Moonfire Coven – continues to celebrate
the sabbats and moons over the past year. Some
members volunteered at a few pagan events as
done every year, as they manage the medical and
security teams.
Coven of the Wooded Vale Coven of the
Wooded Vale has continued to work with the local
Pagan group LVNUP to organize their local Pagan
Pride Day which was on June 23rd, 2018. They also
and provide regular sabbat rituals and bi-monthly
classes at the UU Church in Bethlehem. They
represented COG and Hills and Rivers at Lehigh
Valley Pagan Pride Day and promote CoG and Hills
and Rivers through their shop. They have sold
HRLC buttons at their shop. They have also
provided donations to both LVNUP and Reading
Witches and Pagans for their fundraising events.
They provide information for people who are
interested in different sects Paganism and help to
direct them to a safe group to further their studies.
At the HRLC Annual Business Meeting in
York, PA on July 27th, we will be electing new
officers. I will be stepping down as First Officer to
run for Pursewarden. Jamie Dana is running for
First Officer and Lauren Testa is running for
Membership Officer. I look forward to our new
leadership and their fresh ideas about the future
direction of Hills and Rivers and our implementation
of the mission of CoG in our region.
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Bright Blessings,
Faunina Del Bosco
First Officer, HRLC
Pursewarden Report (Don Brady):
$3,852.10 PNCBank checking account + $106.36
PayPal account = $3958.46 TOTAL in treasury as of
7/10/2018 ($729.34 of total made in 2017-18)
Membership
Officer
Report
(Lady
Magda): LMO did outreach at 3 events in
Pittsburgh: GPPD, Grove of Gaia Fest, Pagans in the
Park and 1 event in Dubois, PA. There are currently
no active new membership applications.
Member Roster:
Assembly of Solitaries: 3




Lady Aradia, Whitehall, Lehigh Valley, PA
Lady Emrys, Whitehall, Lehigh Valley, PA
Desert Rose, Pittsburgh, PA

Covens: 8









Circle of Diana, Monroeville, PA
Coven of the Wooded Vale, Bethlehem, PA
Coven of the Wolfa, Columbia, PA
Goddess Grove, Pittsburgh, PA
Grove of Gaia, Pittsburgh, PA
Grove of the Ancient River, Ashley, PA
Moonfire Coven, New Hope, PA
Coven of the Alpha Wolf, Carlisle, PA

Public
Information
Officer
Report
(Jamie Dana): PIO report: In addition to in person
outreach at various festivals, we maintain an open
channel of communication via our various social
media outlets. We also began attempting to let
news media sources know that we are available for
reliable sources on stories concerning our Religion.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
We have a redesigned website cog-nclc.org
thanks to the hard work of Felicity Grove with the
support of Rowan Fairgrove, our previous
webmistress.
As in previous years, NCLC cosponsored a
hospitality and education suite called Tree of Trads
at PantheaCon, the largest Pagan and Earth
Religions conference on the West Coast. We hosted
an open CoG meeting in the suite and made
literature available. In addition, NCLC members
offered an illustrated lecture and two workshops in
the suite, and were priestesses, singers and a
composer in The Fellowship of the Spiral Path’s
Ladies of the Land ritual. Thea Bristlebroom, a
member of NCLC, chaired the Tree of Trads
organizing committee for most of the year.
Rita Rippetoe, who was a member of Ursa
Maior, one of the thirteen founding covens of CoG,
has applied to rejoin our Local Council after an
absence of some years.
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The national Bylaws Review Committee,
composed of NCLC members Anna Korn, Don Frew,
Thea Bristlebroom and Deborah Bender, has gone
through the Bylaws in detail for the first time since
2009 and will offer several proposed revisions at
Grand Council.
Thea Bristlebroom is Chairwoman of the
Path to Membership Committee, which will offer
several proposals at Grand Council.
The Northern California Local Council of CoG
is affiliated with four local interfaith organizations:
Silicon Valley Interreligious Council (SiVIC), the
Interfaith Center at the Presidio (ICP), the Marin
Interfaith Council (MIC) and the Interfaith Council
of Contra Costa County (I4C). NCLC became a
member congregation of I4C this year. In addition,
several of our members are active in interfaith
coalitions addressing social and environmental
problems.
A few highlights from interfaith and
community activity NCLC members did this year:
Don Frew is working on creation of an
outdoor meeting place for non-Abrahamic religions
at the ICP. He was an invited speaker at Rossmoor
(a residential community for seniors) in Contra
Costa County as part of Rossmoor’s Interfaith
Committee’s Big Questions Forum. The topic for all
the speakers was “Death and Dying”; Don
described the perspective of Witches.
Macha Nightmare continues to lead Wiccan
religious services for inmates at San Quentin. A
report on Macha’s year as a CoG National Interfaith
Representative is in the delegates’ packet.
Felicity Grove organized and directed a
quartet of NCLC members who sang under the
name Choralia Coventina at the I4C annual
interfaith concert. She arranged for I4C’s director
Will McGarvey to give a talk on interfaith work in
the Tree of Trads suite and a workshop for NCLC
members on Diffusing Hatred. Felicity organized a
summer solstice campout and observance with a
Druid orientation on Mt. Diablo; Witches, Pagans,
and two non-Pagan members of the interfaith
community attended.
Glenn Turner is active in the Interfaith
Climate Action group of the East Bay and is helping
to organize a march and rally for climate, jobs and
justice (RISE) in connection with the upcoming
Global Climate Action Summit in San Francisco.
Glenn and Felicity have taken actions supporting
Native Americans who are trying to prevent the
remains of an indigenous settlement at the
Berkeley Shellmound from being bulldozed and built
over.
Rowan Fairgrove makes microloans via Kiva
from money donated by NCLC members. She has
received a certificate of appreciation from SiVIC for
her service on the SiVIC Board. Rowan works on
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addressing immigrant and family separation issues
and against the Muslim Ban, is active on the
Beloved Community team of PACT in the area of
police-community relations, and is a member of the
PACT clergy caucus. She has been invited by the
congregation of the First Unitarian Church of San
Jose to be the Worship Leader for a Lammas service
for the congregation.
Deborah Bender, member, NCLC AoS

ORANGE COUNTY
The Orange County Local Council (OCLC)
has had a very satisfying year 2017/2018.

a great time with lively discussion and the following
activities:
1. Potluck lunch.
2. Make a Faery Ring – Camille & Mary contributed
beads, etc. Mary provided Elemental Quarter
offerings to the Fae and we opened the well,
etc.
3. Make & Take Wish Eggs – Camille brought 3
dozen plastic eggs and washi tape & scizzors;
Pam donated 4 dozen plastic eggs; Mary
provided paper for petitions/wishes; and Janine
provided colored sharpies for drawing symbols,
etc. on the eggs.

We currently have 3 member covens, and
two solitaries.

OCLC made ribbons for 2018 Pantheacon
that read: "Behind the Orange Curtain - OCLC".
Some of our local council officers were able to
attend and pass out the ribbons.

Our Local Council Meetings are monthly on
the second Thursday of every month (unless
conflicting with MerryMeet). We encourage guests
to visit at these meetings. They are held from 7:00
- 9:00 pm at: Polly's Pies (front private patio) on
Tustin Avenue in N/E Orange, California. Some of
us arrive early to have dinner together an hour
before the meeting.

May 19, 2018, we held our fifth annual
Spring Psychic Faire which was a successful event
in regards to fund raising and raising awareness of
CoG and OCLC in our community. The event was
held at "The Dragon and The Rose" front covered
atrium which was quite roomy with a shady alcove
where we set up our tables for a raffle, and
individual tables for readings, etc.

We had four representatives physically
present at the 2017 Merry Meet (Mary, Kate, Pam,
Camille) and one member, Janine, attended
virtually. Janine will be attending in Florida in 2018.
October 15, 2017, we sponsored a booth at
the Pagan Pride event at the "Rainbow Lagoon" in
Long Beach California, where we distributed CoG
information and talked to attendees about CoG and
our Local Council. We had a covered basket of hand
painted rune stones where visitors could draw a
rune stone for the day. We had a donation jar and
offered a free rune interpretation as a 'thank-you'
for those so inclined.

Our Psychic Faire offerings were:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Camille - Reiki and Crystal Healing
Nicole - Rune Readings
Mary - Oracle Cards and Spirit Messages
Linda F - Oracle Cards and Tarot
Lilith - Naughty Tarot
Linda C - 3 Card Spread
Janine - Spell Candles
Joan - Tarot Readings
Rebecca - Tarot Readings

We had a tamale vendor who provided
delicious tamales made with quinoa and wrapped in
banana leaves. These were a very big hit!

We handed out business cards that
identified us and our digital media sites (Facebook,
Twitter, WordPress, EMAIL, etc.) where we
frequently post seasonal and informational articles.

We collected donations for the "Isaiah
House" in Santa Ana, which provides meals,
housing, clothing, etc. for those in need in Orange
County.

Thanks to our hard working PIO, Janine, we
have consistently grown in numbers of visitors with
positive responses to the OCLC posts on these
Websites. Since we began our Twitter account in
2014, we have posted 1,457 Tweets and have
1,004 followers with 829 likes.

Our raffle table was managed, by Pam and
Susie, with setup help from Sylvia, Linda, and and
many others. We had two six-foot tables full of
raffle items that were donated by OCLC and many
of our friends. We thank everyone for their
generous donations.

As of 7/16/2018 our digital media has a
strong following. We have 1,072 likes on Facebook.
Wordpress: In 2017 we received 3,056 views, by
2,024 visitors and received 227 likes. For 2018, so
far, we have had a total of 2,005 views, from 1,487
visitors on Wordpress.

Managing the sign-up table and the raffle
table(s) requires scheduling participants for events,
collecting donations, selling raffle tickets, selling
OCLC beaded bracelets, answering questions,
handing out CoG brochures, and ringing the bell
every 15 minutes to keep the events moving. Once
again, the raffle of a private reading from Orion
Foxwood was the HOT item of the event. Thank-you
Orion for your generous donation. Thanks to all who

On April 15, 2018, OCLC held a public
"Spring Celebration" Meet-and-Greet at Eisenhower
Park in the city of Orange. Those in attendance had
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donated their time and talents to this event And
thank-you to our guests.
The OCLC Psychic Faire is our most
successful
event
which
raises
funds
for
supplementing
member's
expenses
towards
attending MerryMeet. Starting in 2017, we added a
second Psychic Faire which was held on December
02, that was also very successful and we will
continue to hold them again on the first Saturday of
June and December each year.
Our goals for the future include offering
Meet-N-Greet events, public rituals, Psychic Faires,
and expanding our multi-media efforts. We will
continue to have an OCLC-CoG presence at public
events such as Pagan Pride, Pantheacon, as well as
other activities in the community.
Many Blessings,
Amber Moon Wolf
First Officer OCLC-CoG

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
Following last year’s Grand Council, the
Southern California Local Council of COG met
shortly before Fall Equinox 2017 with much
enthusiasm. We talked about community and public
outreach, planned a Midwinter party for all the
covens to attend, started conceptualizing a public
event and assigned tasks, selected officers for the
coming year, and scheduled the next meeting for
January.
And then coven members had conflicts or
didn’t want to attend the Midwinter party and it was
cancelled. Illness and conflicts took down the
January meeting too. More health problems pushed
back the rescheduling of the next meeting until
June.
And then we met. Our Council membership
has remained stable, neither gaining nor losing
covens in the past year. We reviewed the things we
had planned and realized we didn’t have the focus
for them at this time. We talked about the
upcoming Grand Council and MerryMeet and sorted
out the proxies. Then we closed the business
meeting and conducted our customary salon.
The SCLCCOG salons have been a central
feature of our Council for years and have been
deeply satisfying. The opportunity to sit for a few
hours and share thoughts with people who have
much experience, learning and perspective has
enriched us all. For the past year and a half there
has been a lot of focus on what our relevance is to
the larger Wiccan/witchcraft community who don’t
choose to belong to COG. Why are people leaving?
What should we do about it? What is our relevance
to the non-magical community during this time of
political turmoil?
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Our PIO wrote a statement condemning the
practice of separating children of asylum seekers
from their parents at our southern border. Many
other councils did the same, as did National COG. It
was the right thing to do. It was the kind of thing
we should do. But why did it take so long?
Some of the members of our Council are
quite active in the pagan community at large,
organizing and participating in various festivals and
conferences. We appreciate their efforts so much
and thank them for representing our organization to
non-members. They report back that the magical
community is vibrant and active, appear to be wellinformed and well-trained, and generally enjoying
their spirituality. They just don’t see any reason
why they should join us.
When I first began attending COG meetings
in 1985, it was explained to me by my High
Priestess at the time that COG was a “consensus”
organization. But consensus did not mean
unanimity. It meant that we worked to make
choices that everyone could live with even if they
didn’t necessarily agree. If someone objected
strongly they could “veto” a decision. A veto meant
“I will vote with my feet if you go forward with this
decision.” It was a statement not to be made lightly
because it meant the person vetoing could be left
without an organization to belong to. It was a
statement intended to make others reevaluate their
positions. “Are we so committed to our action that
we are willing to let this person/coven walk away in
protest?” It meant that big decisions were given the
weight and consideration they deserved. Today the
process appears to have become a chain that
restrains us and keeps us from acting – bold and
pagan souls stripped of their ability to create reality
by handing their power to minority voices who, for
whatever reason, choose to block them.
Traditionally, we witchcraft practitioners
have been underground, keeping our rituals and
craft secret. This was with good reason because of
the history of persecution and discrimination
against our kind. One of the reasons to establish
the Covenant of the Goddess and create a public
interface for our religion was to take advantage of
the right, codified in our Constitution, to freedom
and protection of our religion under the law. When,
in the late 80s, a member of Congress inserted an
anti-witchcraft provision in a postal bill the
Covenant mobilized a phone call campaign opposing
the provision. One of the measures of its impact
was that people on the congressional switchboard
started asking callers protesting the provision “Are
you a witch?” They were amazed that they were
receiving calls from all over the country on this
issue. We were out of the broom closet.
And then suddenly it seemed like witches
were everywhere. We were the subjects of sitcoms
and movies. A member of the Covenant even acted
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as the expert consultant for the film The Craft (and
actually made it a much better film than it might
have been without her guidance). A lot of us
cringed at the often shallow understanding of
people playing witch and waited for the fad to pass.
The fad did pass but a lot of those people dug in
deeper and embraced the immanence of deity and
the cycles of the Earth. But they didn’t have the
tradition of secrecy and the training and passing of
knowledge from the Elders. And they didn’t need
us. Why? Why are we not relevant to them?
The Merriam-Webster
defines “relevance” thusly:

online

dictionary

1 a:relation to the matter at hand
b:practical
and
applicability:pertinence

especially

social

2 the ability (as of an information retrieval
system) to retrieve material that satisfies the needs
of the user
https://www.merriamwebster.com/dictionary/relevance
We are now living in a time of great peril.
For 70 years there has been an alliance, however
imperfect, to empower democratic solutions, seek
cooperation, generate economic opportunities,
provide protection for minorities, and develop and
execute environmental policies to save the Earth
from climate change and damaging exploitation.
Now, the global, fascist, white supremacist
movement is bringing a long laid plan to fruition –
coordinated by a Russian dictator and ruthlessly
executed by a reality television star who has
managed to gain control of the reigns of the most
powerful country in the world. The goal is to break
the alliance in order to grab power and wealth. For
this plan to succeed you need scape goats – black
people, Muslim people… witches. We’re a pretty
small target and nothing has risen above the event
horizon yet, but the Christian right has never really
given up on demonizing us. It’s only a matter of
time.
COG is a public entity and one of the faces
of the magical community. Do we have opinions
about our current situation? Is there anything we
can do? Will we remain silent – go back in the
broom closet? What are we? Do we have a
purpose? Are we relevant?
Respectfully submitted:
Maureen Megaera Holley,
Elder Priestess - Alani’s Eyes
First Officer Southern California Local Council

Blessed Be

TEXAS
2018 has been a fantastic year in the Texas
Local Council. We currently have 10 active covens,
three of which are new this year, and 2 solitaires.
We continually reach out at public events to new
traditions and coven for potential members, as we
would like to continue to grow and represent a
greater part of the pagan population. We also have
a strong outreach program through our public
rituals and classes, with events on an almost
weekly basis in either Arlington or Addison.
This year at Midsummer we celebrated 11
years of public Sabbats rituals! These rituals have
been so rewarding to the Local Council, and we plan
to continue them for as long as we can. We already
have the 2019 schedule planned out and will begin
advertising later this year. We continue to have
between 60 and 100 people per Sabbat, with new
people attending with each Sabbat. These rituals
serve the community to provide a family-friendly
outlet, and we are glad to provide them.
Our classes are going strong. We offer twice
monthly classes in Arlington and Addison, so people
have the potential to go to a class every week. We
have increased our Facebook visibility for the
classes, and have noticed a significant increase in
attendance. This summer the Local Council offered
a four part Tarot series taught by one of our
members, and it has been a huge success. We have
been alternating this series for about four years,
between the two locations, and we always have
very good success. We are looking at offering other
summer intensive classes in the future.
This year the Texas Local Council will host
an LGBTQ Panel on July 7 at the Trinity
Metropolitan Community Church in Arlington. This
panel will be open to the public, and the Local
Council is hoping for good attendance. It will be an
opportunity for people to come together and both
listen to the various speakers, and for the audience
to be able to ask questions, in a safe and
supportive environment. Our hope is to have as
good a turn-out this year as we had at our very
successful Transgender panel last year.
This fall, the Texas Local Council will be
bringing back the Texas Local Council Witch’s Ball
on October 6th. The Local Council hosted this event
for many years, and we are thrilled to be bringing it
back. This will be a public event, with dancing, a
costume contest, silent auction, and divination
readers. If anyone is interested in attending, tickets
are available through our Facebook page. We’d love
to see you down in DFW!
We plan, as a council, to continue our
outreach into the community and continue our
public Sabbats, classes, and any other opportunities
which might present themselves. We also want to
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increase our membership and alliances with other
organizations in the greater community.
Blessings on behalf of the Texas Local Council,
Bastion
High Priestess, Coven Firemoon
First Officer, Texas Local Council

INTERFAITH REPORTS
ANDREA JOY KENDALL
This is my fifth year working as an
Interfaith representative in Oregon. Most of my
interfaith work is in conjunction with the Interfaith
Council
of
Greater
Portland
(ICGP)
(https://www.facebook.com/icgpdx/). ICGP consists
of a wide variety of faith and non-faith people who
meet once a month. A sampling of the faiths and
non-faiths we have in the council include: Atheist,
Bahai, Buddhist, Christian, Community of Christ,
Jewish, Mormon, Muslim, New Thought, and
Wiccan. One of our members actively works with
the First Peoples, so we have been fortunate to
have meaningful interactions with some members
of our local tribes and to learn about the challenges
facing the indigenous peoples of this country.
ICGP has monthly meetings. The council
places great emphasis on building personal
relationships between its members as a way to
create a true interfaith community. Most of the time
at the meetings is spent participating in Shuras
where either a member or a guest will speak about
their faith or a topic of interest.
What follows are highlights of the activities
I participated in this year.
At the start of the year I took a class on deescalation along with my fellow ICGP participants.
This wonderful class replaced our monthly
meetings. In this class we both learned techniques
for de-escalation and mindful meditation. The
technique of mindful meditation was presented
since de-escalation work requires that an individual
remains calm in a very stressful situation.
I proposed and am currently working on a
social
media
campaign
#alittlebetter
(https://www.facebook.com/alittlebetterchallenge/.
We are currently working on updating the graphic
to something more suitable for Facebook, but you
can look at its current state if you are curious.
When this launches this will be a challenge to report
25 days out of 30 on something you did the day
before. The first thing you are asked to report on is
something that you did to nourish yourself. Next
you are asked to report on something you did to
make your community #alittlebetter. The campaign
is based on good Social media practices and
research on the science of keeping resolutions and
marketing.
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I participated
in the annual
Human
Solutions
party. Human
Solutions
provides help
to low-income
and homeless
families. This
includes
affordable
housing and readiness training. The party is run as
a joint effort between ICGP and P'nai Or (a
reformed Jewish temple). I collected clothing,
assisted with set up and tear down, helped with
serving ice cream, and took pictures.
I was also a participant in one of my
favorite events at the Religions of the World class at
Warner Pacific College. Warner Pacific College is a
Christian Liberal Arts school. The class is taught by
Cassie Trentaz, Ph.D. Associate Professor of
Theology, Ethics, and Church History. Cassie invites
people with a wide variety of faiths and non-faith
backgrounds to her class twice in a semester. The
first time we participate in a panel discussion, the
second in a kind of ‘speed dating’ where we talk to
students about their experiences with two interfaith
actives that they attend as part of their homework.
A few relevant quotes from the students
include:



“I am grateful to hear about the Wiccan culture.
I had no idea.”
“I learned so much and gained some faith in
humanity after listening to today’s speakers.”

ICGP was once again invited to Providence
St. Vincent Medical Center, a Catholic run hospital,
for an interfaith breakfast. The main speaker at the
breakfast was active in helping immigrates. He uses
song to remind us of the humanity of asylum
seekers in the United States.
After the breakfast we were given a tour of
the hospital areas that provide spiritual care. It was
requested that we comment on ways the hospital
could better serve our specific faith community.
Since I knew this topic would be addressed I sent
an email to the head clergy with some suggestions
that would not be difficult to implement. For
example, I suggested they add Pagan to the
database of choices used when someone request
extra pastoral care. During the tour I gave several
suggestions that would help not only Pagans but
other religious groups. One of these suggestions
was to add a sign to a table that was meant as an
altar, but not labeled as such. I also suggested the
addition of a plastic offering bowl.
This tour opened the door for me to offer
my services to give volunteer extra pastoral care to
any one identifying as a Pagan. Additionally I sent
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.pdfs trifolds brochures coving what is Wicca,
Druidry, Heathenry, and Paganism. Lastly, I
donated three books to their library:




The Pagan Book of Living and Dying by
Starhawk and M. Macha NightMare
A Book of Pagan Prayer by Ceiswir Serith
A Pagan Ritual Prayer Book by Ceiswir Serith

M MACHA NIGHTMARE
I have continued working with my local
Marin Interfaith Council. And, although it isn’t,
strictly speaking, interfaith work, I continue to
volunteer with the Wiccan circle at San Quentin
State Prison. This is year five.

While I have not been called on yet to give
such care. I am pleased to have my name added to
their volunteer extra pastoral care list. Providence
St. Vincent Medical Center is well respected, and it
is my hope that my service may contribute to the
general acceptance of the legitimacy of Pagan
faiths.

2017 ~ June

Having been really inspired by my
attendance at the 2015 Parliament of the World
Religions I decided to submit a proposal for a
brainstorming workshop entitled “Bursting out of
the interfaith bubble to reach the greater
community.” While the proposal was not one of the
ones to be accepted, working on it gave me the
opportunity to network with many Pagans. This
included the local Pagan representative for the
Parliament of World Religions in Toronto, Catherine
Starr.



Thanks to the members of CoG who
stepped up and gave me advice and edited my
proposal. Especially Diana Kampert who did more
than her fair share of editing.
Since the workshop might still be of use to
those thinking about hosting a Pre-Parliament event
I have fleshed it out. The materials include a
checklist, posters, Google Slideshow, and a
workbook. If you would like to see or use these
materials copy and paste the following into your
browser address bar. (The direct link does not work
for some reason).



August




https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CWm70H4PEt3
6E3O-UudnfSYKHtCGswhZ
I of course also networked at various
interfaith meetings including a screening of the
documentary Prince Among Slaves shown at the
Muslim Educational Trust (MET).
Finally I performed a small Earth Day miniritual service at New Thought Church.

Attended MIC-sponsored vigil in solidarity with
the Muslim community, with offerings by way of
statements and prayers from several religious
leaders and concluding with a statement from
Mufti Abdullah Nana from the Islamic Center of
Mill Valley
Attended MIC retreat entitled “Wakefulness in a
Time of Ecological Unrest” at Green Gulch Zen
Center Farm with leaders Rev. Rob McClellan
from Westminster Presbyterian Church and Rev.
Lauren Van Ham, Spiritual Director & Dean of
the Chaplaincy Institute in Berkeley. They
addressed these three questions: (1) How do
we reclaim the wisdom of Earth embedded
within our faith traditions? (2) What spiritual
practices support us amidst this climate crisis?
And (3) How do we remember our place in the
larger expression of Earth? During this day of
practice and discussion our goal was to in
become inspired to stay engaged and take
mindful action during this critical time.
Attended MIC clergy luncheon on Becoming a
Sanctuary
Congregation:
How
Faith
Communities Can Support Immigrants about
which I posted an extensive blog.
Attended Interfaith Gala Dessert Reception to
help the Yezidis Facing Genocide held at
Peninsula Sinai Congregation in Foster City,
California, and featuring a delegation of Yezidis
in exile here in North America and hoping to
regain their homelands.. One of their gods is
Melek Taus, the peacock angel, also found in
Anderson Faery/Feri Witchcraft.

September


I look forward to helping out at this year’s
Parliament of World religions and finding other
opportunities where I can be of service in my role
as a National Interfaith Representative for CoG.

Featured speaker at Sufi Women quarterly
breakfast. Attended MIC’s monthly meditation
led by my friend Leili First of the Sufi Women
Organization. The SWO invited me to speak on
the theme “Women’s Wisdom: Women in
Action” in our tradition. My my co-speaker
spoke from a Bahá’í perspective.

In Her Service
Andrea Joy Kendall


Note: All individual reports have been posted on CoG’s
Interfaith Blog and on Broomstick Chronicles. I’ve
provided links herein, assuming that members will be
downloading these reports for Grand Council packet.
Otherwise, I assume those who are interested have, or
will, read them.
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Attended MIC gathering on criminal justice
reform, including information on proper
terminology, de-stigmatizing mental illness, and
local and national resources and actions
regarding mental illness. xxxxxxxx

for Holy Green Hub. It seems that one thing
this group may become is a nexus of resources
for everyone, which makes Hub appropriate;
Green is obvious, and Holy indicates that it’s
interfaith, or at least religion-oriented. It’s also
easy to remember. I know it may seem a bit
frivolous to the more staid among us, but it
doesn’t hurt to lighten the mood sometimes,
especially about such an Earth-threatening
situation. So I proposed Holy Green Hub:
Marin Interfaith Collaborative on Climate
Change, or HGH. (easy for a website, too)

October


Attended MIC retreat entitled “Dynamic
Dialogue(tm) for Difficult Conversations” at the
Anubhuti Meditation & Retreat Center. Leader
Jean Holsten from Bread of Life Center in
Sacramento addressed the matter of how we
can hold difficult dialogue with those with whom
we disagree. “To do so requires an everincreasing ability to understand and incorporate
a myriad of perspectives, data points and
needs.
And it requires compassion and
connection with something greater than our
individual humanity.” The goal was to learn
constructive
dialogue
skills
for
difficult
conversations.

The name we settled on is Marin
Interfaith Climate Action (MICA). Offered
opening
meditation
for
second
meeting.
Meditation included:
“A wee child toddling in a wonder world, I
prefer to their dogma my excursions into the
natural gardens where the voice of the Great
Spirit is heard in the twittering of birds, the
rippling of mighty waters, and the sweet
breathing of flowers. If this is Paganism, then
at present, at least, I am a Pagan.”

November


This year, with help from the Covenant of the
Goddess, I again attended the AAR (American
Academy of Religion) Annual Meeting in Boston.
The location of next year’s meeting has not
been announced; I hope to be able to attend.

~ Zitkala-sa, Sioux, from “Why I Am
Pagan,” Atlantic Monthly, 1902
Featured story about MICA in The Wild Hunt.

If you’ve read any of my other posts about
these annual meetings, you know that in
addition to the Pagan Studies Section, I attend
other sessions on other topics when they don’t
conflict with Pagan Studies sessions. This year
was no different. These reports tend to be long
and/or serialized; three of four reports have
been posted on CoG’s Interfaith blog


Attended presentation by Reza Aslan about
information in his latest book, God, a Human
History.
Mr. Aslan is a prominent, if
controversial, member of and frequent speaker
at the AAR.

Since MICA’s
formation I have
served
on
the
steering committee,
designed
and
procured
a
logo,
created
a
trifold
information
flyer,
created a banner,
acquired a domain name,
MICA’s web presence.


December


Led MIC’s monthly meditation. Each month
features a practice and/or teaching from a
different religion.

2018 ~ March


Attended initial meeting of the Marin Interfaith
Collaborative on Climate Change. This is a
brand new grass roots collaborative, so I’m not
sure yet how it will unfold. I was unable to
attend the second meeting in April; however, I
sent agenda items I felt were important. That
meeting, I am told, attracted more participants
than had attended the kickoff meeting.
One agenda item I submitted was for
naming the group. The name Marin Interfaith
Collaborative on Climate Change, though
accurately descriptive, sounds dry and isn’t
memorable. A catchy name came to me: HGH
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and

established

Attended MIC retreat entitled “The Benefit of All
Beings: Buddhist and Christian Views of Radical
Compassion
in
Dark
Times”
at
the
beautiful Spirit Rock Meditation Center Leaders
leaders Dr. Wendy Farley from San Francisco
Theological
Seminary
and Qayyum
Johnson from the Green Gulch Farm Zen Center
addressed the issue of how we respond to the
cries of the world.
They and we explored
traditional and contemporary practices and
teachings of compassion and how these take
particular shape in this moment in time.

April


Attended MIC Religious Leaders Gathering: On
Mental Health & Substance Abuse in Marin
County. Featured panelists were Kelli Finley,
Executive Director of National Alliance on
Mental Illness (NAMI); Jeffrey DeVido, MD,
Chief, Addiction Services, Marin County Dept of
Health & Human Services; and Martin Epson,
MD, Staff Psychiatrist, Behavioral Health and
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Recovery Services. The panel shared what’s
going on with mental health in Marin County,
resources, and told us about the gaps in Marin
and where congregations can be supportive and
partner with the County & NAMI regarding
these issues.
Represented MICA at a table at Marin’s Earth
Day celebration in Mill Valley, where we
debuted our new banner and had trifolds to
hand out to interested parties.

Unfortunately, I returned from the AAR
Annual Meeting in November with a massive
foot infection. The initial infection and
subsequent medical problems lasted nearly six
months. Until June of this year I was mainly
unable to walk and off my feet. I had
calendared other interfaith events during that
time, but ended up being unable to be present
and contribute.
Yours in Service to Coventina,

May




M. Macha NightMare (Aline O’Brien)

In May MIC held its annual Interfaith Prayer
Breakfast, which I was unable to attend this
year.
Attended small working group meeting to draft
statements of vision and mission for the Marin
Interfaith Collaborative on Climate Change, with
one interfaith minister, one Presbyterian, one
Jew, and yours truly. We submitted it to the
entire group for and acceptance it, at the next
full group meeting. With minor revisions both
statements were accepted and can now be
found on MICA’s website.
With respect to the website, I intend for
it to be robust. One of MICA’s purposes is to
cooperate with other climate-related groups and
actions; therefore, I hope to collect lots of
useful links to local and national efforts.
Further, I am collecting resources from other
religions. These resources can include prayers,
songs and chants, sermons, writings, etc. The
site
also
includes
books,
films,
and
documentaries; interfaith resources; climate
action resources; and process resources about
appreciate inquiry (AI is a common approach to
initial interfaith gatherings). I will be circulating
a request for contributions, especially on the
religion resources page, shortly. In the
meantime, we have links to the Pope’s
Encyclical on the Environment, the Pagan
Community Statement on the Environment, and
CoG’s Environmental statement.
MICA members with Rep. Huffman



Was among a small delegation of MICA
members who attended a meeting with
Congressman Jared Huffman to talk about how
MICA might actively support his climate justice
efforts. He has sponsored climate-related bills
which he knows are DOA when introduced on
the House floor for consideration of the entire
body. He and we reaffirmed our dedication to
this issue as well as our commitment to
continue to act and not to surrender hope.

June


Attended local vigil and rally against ICE
detentions at which MIC had a prominent
presence.

Page 31

COMMITTEE REPORTS
SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE
Despite many attempts and hard work
setting up the Social Justice blog and trying to get
the committee up and running, the many people
who joined the committee in the aftermath of the
Black Lives Matter debacle never came through and
did not give me the support and contributions they
had promised. By last September, I was tired of
trying to keep it going on my own. So, I stopped
posting to the blog, and by the end of the year I
announced my resignation as Chair of this
committee. Ultimately the Social Justice Committee
and its blog were failed experiments and reflect a
lack of commitment to social justice issues within
the Covenant, which is understandable, as the
Covenant was not formed for the purpose of
pursuing a social justice agenda. The blog still
exists, although there has been no activity in nearly
a year. When I leave office as National Recorder at
Samhain, I will shut down the blog and terminate
its connection to the main website. If the Covenant
would like to archive the blog, you have until
Samhain to do it.
Morgana RavenTree
Former Chair Social Justice Committee

PROPOSALS: POLICY AND BYLAWS
PROPOSAL REGARDING GRAND
COUNCIL MINUTES
Proposed by Anna Korn & the Bylaws Committee
Situation/Background: Having spent the past
months on the Bylaws Committee, we are familiar
with many past editions of the GC Minutes! We
would welcome uniformity when reviewing past
decisions.
Actions Desired: The Agenda, and hence the Grand
Council Minutes, must have:
1)

A Table of Contents.
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2)
3)

Separate sections for Bylaws proposals and for
Policy Manual proposals, regardless of what
order they are presented in at Grand Council.
Following the title of the proposal, the Grand
Council Minutes should state the final decision
of Grand Council (passed, passed as amended,
tabled, sent to committee, withdrawn, not
accepted) near the top. This is helpful when
reviewing lots of Grand Council Minutes for
updates of Bylaws or Policies.

PROPOSAL REGARDING MAKING GRAND
COUNCIL PROPOSALS:

FOR BLANKET APPROVAL OF CERTAIN
UNIFORM STANDARDS IN THE BYLAWS:
Bylaws Committee
The Bylaws Committee feels the following changes
and corrections should be easy to approve with
blanket approval, so as not to cause undue
weariness over picky details at Grand Council:
Include titles in Bylaws citations. Example:
Article 2, Section A. Classes of Membership.
Ensure accuracy of pagination and Table of
Contents numbering.

Based on discussions of the Bylaws Committee
(Anna Korn, Don Frew, Deborah Bender, Thea
Bristlebroom)

Standardize Headings & Citations as to fonts,
point size, use of bold, Italic, capitals, indentations,
etc.

Situation/Background: In the course of doing the
work of this committee, we have seen a number of
problems traceable to the manner in which
proposals were made. As a result, we suggest the
adoption of the following practices in making
proposals for Grand Council.

Standards in capitalization: (1) Proper Nouns,
(2) Organizational Structures, (3) Officer Titles, (4)
Holidays, (5) Local Councils, (6) Names of Forms
and Publications, (7) Religious Titles and Titles
bestowing particular status should all be capitalized.
Examples:

Actions Proposed:
1)

2)

3)
4)

5)

The proposal must be based on the most
recent version of the Bylaws or Policy Manual.
When quoting text, please use the most
current version. We have seen examples of
proposed changes to the Bylaws based on an
older version of the Bylaws, which succeeded
in establishing a change, but also rewrote the
Bylaws based on an older version of the
Bylaws. This practice has led to reverting to
older versions of the Bylaws, and loss of
appropriate changes that were passed by
other years’ Grand Councils; changes that
may not have been intended.
Please briefly explain the reason needed for
the Bylaws or Policy change, and the
proposed action. One common method of
doing this is called “SBAR”: Situation –
Background – Action – Resolution, and is
direct and concise.
Please do not use proclamation style. It is
difficult to read and vexing to pull out the
main ideas behind the proposal.
Proposals should include suggested Bylaws or
Policy Manual language, be consistent with
existing language and practice, and must cite
the Article(s), Section(s) and paragraph(s)
which will be altered or affected under the
Proposal. Please refrain from quoting an
entire Article if the changes are to one small
part.
The proposal should clearly state the
proposed change(s), as opposed to any other
Bylaws or Policy language in the proposal.
Additions, deletions, or alterations should be
clearly spelled out.
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(1) Covenant of the Goddess, Covenant,
Witch, Wiccan
(2) Grand Council, National Board, Council,
Local Council, Assembly of Solitaries
(3) National Pursewarden, First
Local Membership Officer

Officer,

(4) Samhain, Lammas, Brigid, etc.
(5) Chamisa Local Council, Everglades Moon
Local Council, etc.
(6) Quorum Form, Policy Manual, Bylaws,
Statements of Practice, Clergy Credentials,
COG Newsletter, etc.
(7) Elder Priest/ess, Elder, Council of
Elders, Board Contact, Coven Contact,
Provisional Membership, etc.

PROPOSAL
FOR
A
COMMITTEE
TO
EXPLORE BIENNIAL GRAND COUNCILS
AND TWO YEAR OFFICER TERMS
Amber K (Chamisa Local Council)
WHEREAS:
Annual
Grand
Councils
require
significant financial outlay on the part of COG and
members who wish, or are required to, attend; and
WHEREAS: One-year terms of office and resulting
frequent officer transitions sometimes result in a
lack of continuity in COG services; therefore be it
RESOLVED: That the Grand Council establishes a
committee to explore the advisability and
practicality of a change to biennial in-person Grand
Councils, and also two-year terms for National
Officers; and be it further
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RESOLVED: That this committee prepare related
recommendations and/or proposals no later than
July 1 of 2019, for consideration by COG's
membership online and presentation to the 2019
Grand Council.

A PROPOSAL FOR A CHANGE IN
NATIONAL OFFICERS
Amber K (Chamisa Local Council)
WHEREAS: COG is in the process of implementing
the creation of an administrative support position at
the National level; and
WHEREAS: Such an employee will be able to handle
much of the routine work of the Covenant;
therefore be it
RESOLVED: That when such a person is hired and
functioning, the officers currently serving as
National Recorder, National Correspondence Officer,
and National Credentials officer/assistant shall
make arrangements to transfer their duties to the
administrative support employee; and be it further
RESOLVED: That the elected positions of National
Recorder and National Correspondence Officer, and
the appointed position of National Credentials
officer/assistant, shall be eliminated from COG's
By-laws.

REGARDING: GRANTING OF PROXY TO
GC BOX ON THE RENEWAL FORM.
By Lady Bridget (Everglades Moon)
Background: In a prior Grand council it
was decided to add a box on the renewal form that
reads: “We/I hereby grant our proxy to Grand
Council as a whole.” This box can be checked when
a member renews, and it was meant as a safety net
in case a member could not or did not want to send
in a proxy form. The member also can send in a
proxy form naming a representative which would
supersede this box, but if they did not they would
not become provisional as a result.
However, as there was never any mention
of this change added to the Policies, or the policy
manual for the NMO, it has not always been tracked
when renewals have been processed.
Proposal: Add the following instructions to
the Policies and any future or current NMO manual:
If the member checks the box giving their
future proxy to Grand Council as a whole, then this
is entered into the tracking system (Access or
whatever is currently being used) and alleviates the
need for the member to send in a separate form
prior to GC for the NEXT GC meeting. Any member
who checks this box at renewal will not be made
provisional for that reason.
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This is automatically overridden if the
member chooses to send their proxy with a
representative or other proxy holder at a later date
prior to the next GC.

SUPPORT OF SCIENCE STATEMENT
Andrea Kendall (Southern California)
We, the members of the Covenant of the
Goddess, honor Mother Nature and seek to better
understand Her.
We recognized that when correctly applied
the scientific method gives us a greater
understanding of that which we hold sacred.
We also look to the Pagan past and see
such figures as Hypatia of Alexandria as a shining
example that religion and science do not need to
conflict with each other.
While understanding the limits of science
we embrace its gifts and the wonders it can show
us.
We thus support ethical scientific research.
We also clearly state that our religion encourages
our members to consider the results of ethical
scientific research.

PROPOSAL: THE COVENANT, AS AN
ORGANIZATION, TO PAY FOR THE
ANNUAL MEETING OF GRAND COUNCIL.
GC Finance Committee
History: Currently the Covenant does not
pay for any of the costs associated with hosting its
annual business meeting of Grand Council (GC).
The individual members who are attending, either
in-person or virtually, are paying for all the related
costs of Grand Council and/or Merry Meet.
Proposal: This proposal is to increase the
budget of the National Second Officer to include the
cost of hosting the annual business meeting of
Grand Council. The intention of the proposal is for
the related costs of Grand Council to be part of the
national budget and therefore to spread the costs
among all members of the Covenant. It is hoped
that if a member wanted to attend GC only (no
hotel, no meals, no travel) either in person or
virtually, there would be no additional costs to the
individual for Grand Council.
Specifically the budget would include the
following items:
1. Conference rooms for Leadership Institute (LI)
and Grand Council (GC).
2. All audio / visual equipment for LI and GC. This
might include screens, mics, and speakers.
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3. Any costs associated with virtual attendees to
LI and GC.
4. Basic office supplies and printing related to LI
and GC.
5. Banking fees.
6. Postage of sending COG equipment to the
following year’s host of GC. This currently
includes the CoG projector and webcams.
7. Any rituals related to LI or GC, potentially to
include opening circle, closing circle, and
change of officers. Ritual budget not to exceed
10% of total budget.

then the NPW would make the best guess based on
the previous 3 year’s expenses for GC.
Based on expenses presented from the
hosts of the last four Grand Councils, approx.
budget for 2019 National Second Officer would be
between $3000 and $4000. This number can be
adjusted at GC 2018.
Some of the reasoning behind the proposal:


There are set costs for hosting Grand Council
(conference rooms, AV, etc). These are the
same costs if there are only 40 people in the
room or 80 people. Additionally, we have
recently added virtual attendees which have a
set cost if there is one person or 100 online.
Currently the Covenant does not have a process
to pay for its own annual conference except by
the people attending. Example, in the next few
years it would be possible that only 10 people
attend GC in person and the rest virtually. As it
stands, those few people would then be
covering the costs for the entire organization’s
annual meeting.



In recent years the number of people attending
MM / GC has gone down while the cost to
attend has continued to go up. This is in part
because of change in venue, travel expense and
when there were more folks attending, the
costs were spread among more members. As it
is, fewer attendees means a higher cost for
everyone present.

* The 10% limit on ritual expenses could be
adjusted. The proposal has this limit for the
purpose of covering the costs annual meeting not
expensive rituals. As written, for example, if the
budget is $3000, then $300 of it could go towards
ritual expenses.
This proposal explicitly does not include
items that are not part of the Grand Council
meeting:
a) Conference room for vendors. Merry Meet hosts
can charge the vendors a fee to cover the costs
of any vendor room.
b) Conference room for workshops. This proposal
is only related to the costs of Grand Council
(business meeting). It separates out the costs
of Merry Meet (festival) and organizer may
charge additional fees for these activities.
c) Any costs for the Tea Dance or similar evening
activities. Merry Meet hosts can charge a
separate fee or a local council can cover the
costs of the Tea Dance. The Tea Dance is not a
required part of the GC meeting.
Money: The funds for increasing the
National Second Officer budget could possibly come
from a reduction in the Attendance Funds and
Board Comp that is allocated of registration. These
budgeted items currently includes assistance for
Grand Council registration costs. If this proposal
passes, then the related costs of GC registration for
members would no longer be covered separately as
it would now be included in National Second Officer
budget.

POLICY PROPOSAL FOR GC 2018 RE:
COG’S AWARD OF MERIT
By Don Frew & Anna Korn (NCLC)
The “merits” of a proposed recipient should
NEVER be debated in Grand Council! This is divisive
for us, wastes precious Grand Council time, dumps
the energy of Grand Council down a toilet, makes
us look bad to the community at large, and can
engender significant ill-will in a living nominee who
may be rejected.

Implementation: The National Second
Officer would have access to their budget either by
reimbursement or advancement, due to the larger
sums of money required. This would be the only
national officer permitted advancements of their
budget. Similar to all officers, the NSO would
continue to provide receipts and proof of purchases.

For these reasons, we propose that CoG
adopt the following process as a Policy…

Generally we try to elect a National Second
Officer 2 years in advance of Grand Council. This
NSO-elect would make every effort to have their
budget submitted to the current National
Pursewarden (NPW) one year prior to hosting Grand
Council. This would allow the information to become
included with the COG national budget that is
approved at each GC. If no budget is submitted

Individuals should only be nominated if the
nominating person believes that their nominee is so
well-known and respected for their service to the
Craft over many years that their nomination is
likely to be approved without question.

Page 34

First, nominees may only be nominated by
CoG members in good standing.
As before, the nominees themselves need
not be CoG members.

The names and resumes of all nominees
must be submitted to the National Board prior to
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their last Board meeting before issuing the Grand
Council Agenda. (Exact date TBD.)
The National Board shall discuss the
nominees and approve only the top three of those
that they believe are well-known and will pass
without veto at Grand Council. (Concerns about
bias in a National Board should be addressed by the
constant turnover of Board membership and the
fact that a nominee may be resubmitted in
subsequent years.)
The names and resumes of those approved
by the National Board (and ONLY those) shall be
included in the Grand Council Agenda that is
published in advance of Grand Council.
Any CoG member may object to a published
nominee by communicating their objection to the
National Board before Grand Council. If there is an
objection about a published nominee, the Chair at
Grand Council will report that “Such and such a
person’s name was withdrawn.” Period. There shall
be no discussion. Such a person’s name may be
resubmitted in a subsequent year. (Similarly, there
shall be no discussion at Grand Council, or on the
CoG e-lists of nominees who were not approved by
the National Board.)
For each remaining name, the Chair shall
invite the nominating person (or someone
designated by them) to explain why the nominee
deserves the award.
The Chair shall ask if there is any objection
to this person receiving the Award of Merit. If there
is an objection, the name shall be withdrawn that
year without discussion and may be resubmitted. If

there is consensus (i.e. without veto), the nominee
shall be given the Award of Merit with CoG’s
gratitude for their years of service to the Craft.

PROPOSAL FOR ACHIEVING QUORUM
FOR GREENER FUTURE MEETINGS
M. Macha NightMare (NCLC)
The Covenant in general supports the
greenest options available. In this digital age of
climate change and a membership that sweeps the
country (a little Witchen humor), and the goal of
being as participatory as possible, I propose that
someone in CoG who is knowledgeable about
technical matters research the viability of CoG’s
adoption of whichever form of video conferencing
programs are most suitable for our purposes.
Further, when a decision is reached, I propose that
CoG budget for and invest in this conferencing
software.

PROPOSAL TO
COMMITTEE

SUSPEND

HARM

NONE

M. Macha NightMare
The Harm None Committee that I proposed
a few years ago and that was implemented never
really took off. Although discussions of ethics and
morals must remain ongoing, I propose that this
committee be suspended indefinitely.

With apologies to Thea Bristlebroom, The ByLaws Review Committee and The Path
to Membership Committee, their 15 proposals will not be in this newsletter. They
will be published on the website with all Grand Council information.
Stachia Ravensdottir
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